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SICILIAN ROMANCE. 



CHAPTER VIL 

TOWARDS the clofe of day Ma* 
danne de Menon arrived at a fmall 
village fituated among the mountains* 
where (he purpofed to pafs the night. 
The evening was remarkably fine> and 
the romantic beauty of the furrounding 
fcenery invited her to walk. She follow- 
ed the windings of a ftream, which was 
loft at fome diftance amongft luxuriant 
groves of chefnut. The rich colouring of 
evening glowed through the dark foliage, 
which fpreadihg a penfive gloom around, 
^ offered a fcenc congenial to the prefent 
>< temper of her mind, and "flic entered the: 
H fcadcs. Her thoughts, affe&ed by the 
Vol. II. B ™£- 
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furrounding objedts, gradually funk into 
a pleafing and complacent melancholy, 
and fhe was infenfibly led on. She ftill 
followed the courfe of the ftream to where 
the deep (hades retired, and the fcene 
again opening to day, yielded to her a 
view fo various and fublime, that fhe 
paufed in thrilling and delightful won- 
der. A group of wild and grotefque 
rocks rofe in a femicircular form, and 
their fantaftic fhapes exhibited Nature in 
her mod fublime and ftriking attitudes. 
Here her vaft magnificence elevated 
the Riind of the beholder to enthu- 
fiafm. Fancy caught the thrilling fen- 
fation, and at her touch the towering 
deeps became fhaded with unreal 
gloonis ; the caves more darkly frowned 
— the projecting cliffs aflumed a more 
terrific afpedt, and the wild overhanging- 
ihrubs waved to the gale in deeper 
murmurs. The fcene infpired Ma- 
dame with reverential awe, and her 
thoughts involuntarily rofe, "from Na- 
ture up to Nature's God." The laft dy- 
ing 
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ing gleams of day tinted the rocks and 
lhone upon the waters, which retired 
through a rugged channel and were Joft 
afar among the receding cliffs. While fhe 
liftened to theii diftant murmur, a voice 
of liquid and melodious fweetnefs arofe 
from among the rocks ; it fung an air, 
whofe melancholy expreffioa awakened 
all her attention, and captivated her heart. 
The tones fwelled and died faintly away 
among the clear, yet languifhing echoes 
which the rocks repeated with an effect 
like that of enchantment. Madame 
looked around in fearch of the fvveet 
warbler, and obferved at fome diftance 
a peafant girl feated on a fmall projec- 
tion oftherock,overIhadowed by droop- 
ing lycamores. She moved flowly to- 
wards the fpot, which fhe had almoft 
% reached, when the found of her fteps 
ftartled and filenced the fyren, who, 
on perceiving a ftranger, arofe in an 
attitude to depart. The voice of Ma- 
dams arretted her, and fhe approach- 
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cd. Language cannot paint the fenfa- 
tion of Madame, when, in the difguife 
of a peafant girl, lhe diftinguiftied the 
features of Julia, whofe eyes lighted up 
with fudden recolle&ion, and who funk 
into her arms overcome with joy. When 
their firft emotions were fubfided, and 
Julia had received anfwers to her enqui- 
ries concerning Ferdinand and Emilia, 
lhe led Madame to the place of her con- 
cealment. This was a folitary cottage, 
in a clofe valley furrounded by moun- 
tains, whofe cliffs appeared wholly inac- 
ceflible to mortal foot. The deep foli- 
tude of the fcene diffipated at once Ma- 
dame's wonder that Julia had fo long 
remained undifcovered, and excited fur- 
prize how fhe had been able to explore 
a fpot thus deeply fequeftered -, but 
Madame obferved with extreme con- 
cern, that the countenance of Julia no 
longer wore the fmile of health and 
gaiety. Her fine features had received 
the impreffions not only of -melancholy, 

but 
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but of grief. Madame fighed as (he 
gazed, and read too plainly the caufe of 
the change. Julia underftood that figh, 
and anfwered it with her tears. She 
prefled the hand of Madame in mourn- 
ful filence to her lips, * and her cheeks 
were fuffufed with a crimfon glow. At 
length, recovering herfelf, " I have 
much, my dear Madam, to tell," faid 
ihe, " and much to explain, 'ere you 
will admit me again to that efteem of 
which I was once fa juftly proud. I 
had no refource from mifery, but in 
flight; and of that I could not make 
you a confidant* without meanly in- 
volving you in its difgrace*" " Say no 
more* my love* on the fubje<5t x " replied 
Madame i " with refpedt ta myfelf, I ad- 
mired your conduft* and felt feverely 
for your fituation. Rather let me hear 
by what means you effe&ed your efcape,, 
and what has fince befallen you."— 
Julia paufed a moment, as if to ftifle her 
rifmg emotion, and then, commenced her 
narrative* 

Bj " Yoi* 
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u You arc already acquainted with the 
fecret of that night, fo fatal to my 
peace, I recall the remembrance of it 
Tvith 'an anguilh which I cannot con- 
ceal ; and why lhould I wifh its con- 
cealment, fince I mourn for one, whole 
noble qualities juftified all my admi- 
ration, and deferved more than my 
feeble praife can bellow ; the idea of 
whom will be the laft to linger in 
my mind till death fhuts up this pain- 
ful fcene." Her voice trembled, and 
Jhe paufed. After a few moments (he 
refumed her tale. cc I will fpare my- 
felf the pain of recurring to fcene$ 
with which you are not unacquainted, 
and proceed to thofe which more imme- 
diately attract your intereft. Caterina, 
my faithful fervant, you know, attend- 
ed me in my confinement ; to her kind- 
nefs I owe my efcape. She obtained 
from her lover, a fervant in the caflle^ 
that afliftance which gave fne liberty. 
One night when Carlo, who had been 
appointed my guard, was afleep, Nicolo 

crept 
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crept into his chamber, and ftole from 
him the keys of my prifon. He had 
previoufly procured a ladder of ropes. 
O ! I can never forget my emotions, 
when in the dead hour of that night, 
which was meant to precede the day of 
my facrifice, I heard the door of my 
prifon unlock, and found myfelf half 
at liberty! My trembling limbs with, 
difficulty fupported me as I followed 
Caterina to the faloon, the windows of 
which being low and near to the terrace, 
fuited our purpofe. To the terrace we 
eafily got, where Nicolo awaited us with 
the rope ladder. He fattened it to the 
ground ; and having climbed to the top 
of the parapet, quickly Aided down 
on the other fide, There he held it 
while we afcended and defcended $ and 
I foon breathed the air of freedom again. 
But the apprehenfion of being retaken 
was ftill too powerful to permit a full 
enjoyment of my efcape. It was my 
plan to proceed to the place of my 

B4 faith- 



\ 



( 8 ) 

faithful Caterina's nativity, where ffce 
had allured me I might find a fafe afy- 
lum in the cottage of her parents, from 
whom, as they had never feen me, I 
might conceal my birth. This place* 
ihe faid, was entirely unknown to the 
marquis, who had hired her at Naples 
only a few months before, without any 
enquiries concerning her family. She 
had informed me that the village was 
many leagues diftant from the caftle, 
but that flie was very well acquainted 
with the road. At the foot of the walla 
we left Nicolo, who returned to the 
caftle to prevent fufpicion, but 'with aa 
intention to leave it at a kfs dangerous 
time, and repair to Farrini to his good 
Caterina. I parted from him with many 
thanks, and gave him a fmall diamond 
crofs, which, for that purpofe, I had 
taken from the jewels fent to me for 
wedding ornaments." 
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.CHAPTER VIIL 

m A BOUT a quarter of a league from* 
jOl the walls we Hopped, and 1 af- 

fumed the habit in which you now fee me- 
My own drefs was fattened to fdme hea^- 
vy ftones,and Caterina threw it into the 
ftream, near the almond grove r whofe: 
murmurings you* have fo often admired.. 
The fatigue and hardfhip 1 endured 
in this journey, performed almofl: wholly 
on foot, at any odicr. time would have 
overcome me; but my mind was fo« 
occupied by the danger I was avoiding;, 
that thefe leffer evils were difregarded.. 
We arrived in fafety at the cottage,, 
which flood at a little diftance from, 
the village of Farrini,, and were re- 
ceived by Caterina's parents with fome- 
furprize and more kindnefs. I foon« 
perceived it would be ufelefs, and* 
«ven dangerous,, to attempt to preferve 
the character I perfonated. In the eyes> 
of Caterina's mother I read a- degree of 
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furprife and admiration which declared 
ihe believed me to be of fuperior rank j I, 
therefore, thought it more prudent to 
win her fidelity by entrufting her with 
my fecret than, by endeavouring to con- 
ceal it, leave it to be difcovered by 
her curiofity or difcernment. Accord- 
ingly I made known my quality and 
my diftrefs, and received ftrong af- 
furances of affiftance and attachment. For 
further feciirity, I removed to this fe- 
queftered fpot. The cottage we are now in 
belongs to a filler of Caterina, upon whofe 
faithfulnefs I have been hitherto fully 
juftified in relying. But 1 am not even 
here fecure from apprehenfion, fince for 
feveral days paft horfemen of a fufpicious 
appearance have been obferved near 
Marcy, which is only half a league from 
hence." 

Here Julia clofed her narration, to 
which Madame had liftened with a mix- 
ture of furprize and pity, which her eyes 
Sufficiently difcovered. The laft circum - 
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ftance of the narrative ferioufly alarmed 
her. She acquainted Julia with the pur- 
fuit which the duke had undertaken ; 
and flie did not hefitate to believe it a 
party of his people whom Julia had de- 
fcribed. Madame, therefore, earneftly 
advifed her to quit her prefent fituation, 
and to accompany her in difguife to the 
monaftery of St. Auguftin, where fhe 
would find a fecure retreat-; becaufe, 
even if her place of refuge fhould be dif- 
covered, the fuperior authority of the 
church would protedt her. Julia ac- 
cepted the propofal with much joy. As 
it was neceflary that Madame Ihould 
fleep at the village where fhe had left 
her fervants and horfes, it was agreed 
that at break of day fhe fhould return to 
the cottage, where Julia would await 
her. Madame took an affe&ionate leave 
of Julia, whofe heart, in fpite of reafon, 
funk-when fhe faw her depart, though 
but for the neceflary interval of repofe. 
At the dawn of day Madame arofe. 
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Her lervants, who were hired for the 
journey, were ftrangers to Julia, from 
them, therefore, (he had Nothing to ap- 
prehend* She reached the cottage before 
fun-rife, having left her people at fome 
little diftance. Her heart foreboded evil*. 
when, on knocking at the door r no an~ 
fwer was returned. She knocked again> 
and ftill all was filenu Through the 
cafement'fke could difcovcr no objeft*. 
amidft the grey obfcurity of the dawn. 
She now opened the door, and to 
her inexpreffible furprife and diftrefs > 
found the cottage empty* She pro- 
ceeded to a fmall inner room, where lay 
a part of Julia's apparel. The bed had no 
appearance of having been flept in, and- 
cvery moment ferved to heighten and 
confirm her apprehenfions. While ihe 
purfued the fearch, flie fuddenly heard 
the trampling of feet at the cottage door,, 
and prefently after fome people entered. 
Her fears for Julia now yielded to thofe 
for her own fafety, and flie was undetcr- 

miflci 



iftincd whether to difcover herfelf, or 
remain in her prefent fituation,. when: 
flic was. relieved from her irrefolutioi* 
by the appearance of Julia- 

On the return of the good woman* 
who had accompanied Madame to the 
village on. the preceding night* Julia went 
to the cottage at Farrinu Her grate* 
ful heart would not fuffer her to depart: 
without taking leave of her faithful 
friends, thanking them, for their kind- 
.nefs, and informing them of her future 
profpe&s* They hadi prevailed upora 
her to fpend the few intervening hours, 
at this cot, whence fhe had jaft rifen? 
to meet Madame* 

They now haftened to* the fpot where 
the horfes were ftationed,,and commenced- 
their journey.. For fome leagues they 
travelled in filence and thought, over 
a wild and pifturefque country- The 
landfcape was, tinted with rich and vari- 
gated hues; and the autumnal lights, 
which ftreamed upon the hills, produced 
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a fpirited and beautiful effedt upon the 
fcenery. All the glories of the vin- 
tage rofe to their view: the purple 
grapes flu (bed through the dark green of 
the furrounding foliage, and the prof- 
pe& glowed with luxuriance. 

They now defcended into a deep vaU 
ley, which appeared more like a fcene of 
airy enchantment than reality. Along 
the bottom flowed a clear majeftic 
ftream, whofe banks were adorned with 
thick groves of orange and citron trees, 
Julia furveyed the fcene in filent com- 
placency, but her eye quickly caught 
an objeft which changed with inftanta- 
neous {hock the tone of her feelings. 
She obferved a party of horfemen wind- 
ing down the fide of a hill behind her. 
Their uncommon fpeed alarmed her, 
and (he pulhed her horfe into a gallop. 
On looking back Madame de Menon 
clearly perceived they were in purfuit. 
Soon after the men fuddenly appeared 
from behind a dark grove within a fmall 

diftance 
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diftance of them j and upon their nearer 
approach, Julia overcome with fatigue 
and fear, funk breathlefs from her horfe. 
She was faved from the ground by one of 
the purfuers, who caught her in his arms* 
Madame, with the reft of the party, were 
quickly overtaken ; and as foon as Julia 
revived, they were bound, and re-con- 
dufted to the hill from whence they had 
defcended. Imagination only can paint 
the anguifti of Julia's mind, when Ihe faw 
herfelf thus delivered up to the power of 
her enemy, Madame, in the furround- 
ing troop, difcovered none of the mar- 
quis's people, and they were therefore 
evidently in the hands of the duke. 
After travelling for fomc hours, they 
quitted the main road, and turned into 
a narrow winding dell, overfhadowed 
by high trees, which almoft excluded 
the light. The gloom, of the place in- 
fpired terrific images. Julia trembled 
as ihe entered ; and her emotion was 
heightened, when lhe perceived at fome 
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cKffiance, through the long pcrfpc&ive 
of the trees, a large ruinous manfion- 
The gloom of the furrounding (hades 
partly concealed k from her view ; but,, 
as lhe drew near, each forlorn and de- 
caying feature of the fabric was gradually 
difclofed* and ftruck upon her heart a 
horror fuch as (he had never before ex- 
perienced* The broken battlements,, 
enwreathed with ivy, proclaimed the 
fallen grandeur of the place, while the 
fliattered vacant window frames exhibited. 
its defolation, and the high, grafs that: 
overgrew the threfhold, feenied to fay 
how long it was fince mortal foot had: 
entered. The place appeared fit only for 
the purpofes of violence and deftru&ion n 
and the unfortunate captives, when they 
flopped at its gates,, felt the full force 
©f its horrors.. 

They were taken from their horfes,, 
and conveyed to an interior part of the- 
building, which, if it had once been * 
chamber, no longer defcrved the name. 

Here 



( «7 ) 

Here the guard faid they were directed 
to detain them till the arrival of their 
lord, who had appointed this the place of 
rendezvous. He was expefted to meet 
them in a few hours, and thefe were 
hours of indefcribable torture to Julia 
and Madame. From the furious pat 
fions of the duke, exafperated by fire-* 
quent difappointment, Julia had every 
evil to apprehend ; and the lonelinefs of 
the fpot he had chofen, enabled him to 
perpetrate any defigns, however violent* 
For the firft time, lhe repented that fhc 
had left her father's houfc. Madame 
wept over her, but comfort (he bad none 
to give. The day clofed — the duke did 
not appear, and the fate of Julia yet 
hung in perilous uncertainty. At length, 
from a window of the apartment flic 
was in, fhe diflinguifhed a glimmering 
of torches among the trees, and pre* 
fently after the clattering of hoofs con- 
vinced her the duke was approaching* 
Her heart funk at the found > and throw- 
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ing her arms round Madame's neck, flic 
rcfigned hcrfelf to defpair. She was 
foon roufed by fome men, who came to 
announce the arrival of their lord. In 
a few moments the place, which had 
lately been fo filent, echoed with tumult j 
and a fudden blaze of light illumin- 
ing the fabric, ferved to exhibit more 
forcibly its ftriking horrors. Julia ran to 
the window ; and in a fort of court be- 
low, perceived a group of men difmount- 
ing from their horfes. The torches 
jhed a partial light ; and while fhe 
anxioufly looked round for the perfon 
of the duke, the whole party entered the 
manfioh. She liftened to a confufed up- 
roar of voices, which founded from the 
room beneath, and foon after it funk 
into a low murmur, as if fome matter of 
importance was in agitation. For fome 
moments fhe fat in lingering terror, 
when (he heard footfteps advancing to- 
wards the chamber, and a fudden gleam 
of torch-light fiafhed upon the walls. 

" Wretched 
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cc Wretched girl ! I have at lead fecured 
you!" faid a cavalier, who now entered 
the room. He flopped as he perceived 
Julia; and turning to the men who 
flood without, " Are thefe," faid he the, 
<c fugitives you have taken ?" c< Yes, 
my lord*" — " Then you have deceived 
yourfelves, and mifled me 5 this is not 
my daughter." Thefe words flruck the 
fudden light of truth and joy upon the 
heart of Julia, whom terror had before 
rendered almoft lifelefs -, and who had 
not perceived that the perfon entering 
was a flranger. Madame now flepped for- 
ward, and an explanation enfued, when 
it appeared that the flranger was the 
marquis Murani, the father of the fair 
fugitive whom the duke had before 
miftaken for Julia. 

The appearance and the evident flight 
of Julia, had deceived the banditti em- 
ployed by this nobleman, into a belief 
that the was the objed of their fearck, 
and had occafioned her this unnecef- 
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fary diftrefs. But the joy fhe now felt 
on finding herfelf thus unexpedtedly at 
liberty, furpaffed, if poffible, her pre- 
ceding terrors. The marquis made Ma- 
dame and Julia all the reparation in 
his power, by offering immediately to 
reconduct them to the main road, and 
to guard them to fome place of fafety 
for the night. This offer was eagerly 
and thankfully accepted $ and though 
faint from diftrefs, fatigue, and want of 
fuftenance, they joyfully remounted 
their horfes, and by torch-light quitted 
the manfion. After fome hours travel- 
ling they arrived at a fmall town, where 
they procured the accommodation fa 
neceffary* to their fupport and repofi?* 
Here their guides quitted them to con- 
tinue their fearch. 

They arofe with the dawn, and con- 
tinued their journey, continually terri- 
fied with the apprehenfion of encounter- 
ing the duke's people* At noon they 
arrived at Azulia, from whence the 
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ttionaftery, or abbey of St. Auguftin, 
was diftant only a few miles. Madame 
wrote to the Padre Abate t to whom (he 
was fomewhat related, and foon after 
received an anfwcr very favourable to 
her wifties. The fame evening they re- 
paired to the abbey j where Julia, once 
more relieved from the fear of purfuit, 
offered up a prayer of gratitude to hea- 
ven, and endeavoured to calm her for- 
rows by devotion. She was received by 
tjie abbot with a fort of paternal affec- 
tion, and by the nuns with officious 
kindnefs. Comforted by thefe circum- 
ftances, and by the tranquil appearance 
of every thing around her, (he retired to 
reft, and paffed the night in peaceful 
(lumbers. 

In her prcfent (ituation fhe found 
much novelty to amufe, and much fe- 
rious matter to intereft her mind. En- 
tendered by diftrefs, (he eafily yielded to 
the penfive manners of her companions, 
and to the ferene uniformity of a monaf- 
/ tic 



( 21 ) 

tic life. She loved to wander through 
the lonely .cloifters, and high-arched 
aifles, whofe long perfpe&ives retired 
in fimple grandeur, diffufing a holy 
calm around. She found much plea- 
fure in the converfation of the nuns, 
many of whom were uncommonly ami- 
able, and the dignified fweetnefs of 
Tvhofe manners formed a charm irre- 
fiftibly attractive. The foft melancholy 
imprefledupon their countenances, pour- 
trayed the fituation of their minds, and 
excited in Julia a very interefting mix- 
ture of pity and cfteem. The affection- 
ate appellation of fifter, and all that en- 
dearing tendernefs which they fo well 
know how to difplay, and of which they 
fo well underftand the effect, they be- 
llowed on Julia, in the hope of winning 
her to become one of their order. 

Soothed by the prefence of Madame,> 
the afliduity of the nuns, and by the 
ftillnefs and fandtity of the place, her 
mind gradually recovered a degree of 
complacency to which it had long been 

a (Iran- 
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a ft ranger. But notwithftanding all her 
efforts, the idea of Hippolitus would at 
intervals return upon her memory with a 
force that at once fubdued her fortitude, 
and funk her in a temporary defpair. 

Among the holy fitters, Julia diftin- 
guilhed one, the lingular fervor of whofe 
devotion, and the penfive air of whofe 
countenance, foftened by the languor of 
illnefs, attrafted her curiofity, and ex- 
cited a ftrong degree of pity. The nun, 
by a fort of fympathy, feemed particu- 
larly inclined towards Julia, which fhe 
difcovered by innumerable afts of kind- 
nefs, fuch as the heart can quickly un- 
derftand and acknowledge, although 
defcription can never reach them. In 
converfacion with her, Julia endeavour- 
ed, as far as delicacy would permit, 
to prompt an explanation of that more 
than common dejedtion which fhaded 
thofe features, where beauty, touched 
by refignation and fublimed by religion, 
flione forth with mild and lambent 

luftre. 
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The duke dc Luovo, after having 
bejtn detained for fome weeks by the 
fever which his wounds had produced, 
and his irritated paflions had much pro- 
longed, arrived at the cattle of Mazzini. 
When the marquis faw him return, and 
recolle6fced the futility of thofe exer- 
tions, by which he had boaftingly pro- 
mifed to recover Julia, the violence of 
his nature fpurned the difguife of art, 
and burft forth in contemptuous im- 
peachment of the valour and difcern- 
ment of the duke, who foon retorted 
with equal fury. The confequence 
might have been fatal, had not the 
ambitioA of the marquis fubdued the 
fudden irritation of hi? inferior paf- 
iions, and induced him to foften the 
feverity of his accufations, by fub- 
fequent conceflions. The duke, whole 
pafiion for Julia was heightened by the 
difficulty which oppofed it, admitted 
fuch conceflions as in other circum- 
stances he would have rejeftedj apd 
thus each, conquered by the predomi-^ 

nant 
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wmt paflion of the moment, fubmitted 
to be the flave of his adverfary. 

Emilia was at length releafed from 
the confinement fhe had fo unjuftly fuf* 
fered. She had now the ufe of her old 
apartments, where, folitary and deje&ed, 
her hours moved heavily along, embit- 
tered by inceffant anxiety for Julia, 
and by regret fof the loft fotiety of 
Madame. The marchionefs, whofe p!ea- 
fures fuffered a temporary fufpenfe du- 
ring the prefent confufion at the caftle, 
cxercifed the ill-humoured caprice, 
which difappointment and laffitude in- 
fpired, upon her remaining fubjedh 
Emilia was condemned to fuffer, and 
to endure without the privilege of com- 
plaining. In reviewing the events of 
the laft few weeks, fhe faw thofe moft 
dear to her banifhed > or imprifoned by 
the fecret influence of a woman, every 
feature of whofe charafter was exa&ly 
oppofite to that of the amiable mo- 
ther fhe had been appointed to fucceed. 

Vol. II. C Th<? 
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The fearch after Julia ftill continued, 
and was ftill unfuccefsful. The afto- 
nifhment of the marquis increafed with 
his difappointments ; for where could 
Julia, ignorant of the country, and des- 
titute of friends, have poflibly found an 
afylum ? He fwore with a terrible oath 
to revenge on her head, whenever Ihe 
lhould be found, the trouble and vexa- 
tion (he now caufed him. But he agreed 
with the duke to refinquifti for a while 
the fearch j till Julia, gaining confi- 
dence from the obfervation of this cir- 
cumftance, might gradually fuppofe her- 
felf fecure from moleftation, and thus 
be induced to emerge from condeal* 
ment. 



CHAP, 
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CHAPTER IX, 

MEANWHILE Julia, flickered in 
the obfeure rcceffes of St. Au- 
guftin endeavoured to attain a degree of 
that tranquillity, which fo ftrikingly cha- 
racterized the fcenes around her; The 
abbey of St. Auguftin was a large mag- 
nificent mafs of Gothic architecture, 
whofe gloomy battlements, and majef- 
tic towers, arofe in proud fublimity 
from amid the darknefs of the furround- 
ing (hades. It was founded' in the 
twelfth century, and flood a proud 
monument of monkifh fuperftition and 
princely munificence. In the times 
when Italy was agitated by internal com- 
motions, and perfecuted by foreign in- 
vaders, this edifice afforded an afylum 
to many noble Italian emigrants, who 
here confecrated the reft of their days 
to religion. At their death they en- 
riched the monaftery with the treafures 
which it had enabled them to fecur'e. 

C a The 



The view of this building revived in 
the mind of tiie beholder the memory 
of paft ages. The manners and charac- 
ters which diftioguifhed them arofe to 
his fancy, and through the long lapfe of 
years he difcriminatcd thofe cuftoms 
and manners which formed fo ftriking 
a contrail to the modes of his own times. 
The rude manners, the boifterous paf- 
fions, the daring ambition, and the grofs 
indulgences which formerly characteri- 
zed the prieft, the nobleman, and the 
fovercign, had now begun to' yield to 
learning — the charms of refined conver- 
fation — political intrigue and private ar- 
tifices. Thus do the fcenes of life vary 
with the predominant paflions of man- 
kind, and with the progrefs of civiliza- 
tion. The dark clouds of prejudice 
break away before the fun of fcience, 
and gradually diflblving, leave the 
brightening hemifphere to the influence 
of his beams. But through the pre- 
fern fcene appeared only a few fcattered 

rays, 
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rays, which ferved to (hew more forcibly 
the vaft and heavy maffes that concealed 
the form of truth. Here prejudice, not 
reafon, fulpended the influence of th$ 
paflions ; and fcholaftic learning, myfte- 
rious philofophy, and crafty fandlity, 
fupplied the place of wifdom, firnplicity, 
and pure devotion. 

At the abbey, folitudc and ftillnefs, 
confpired with the folemn afpe<5t of the 
pile to imprefs the mind with religious 
awe. The dim glafs of the high-arched 
windows, ftained with the colouring of 
monkifh fidtions, and Ihaded by the 
thick trees that environed the edifice, 
ipread around a facred gloom, which 
infpired the beholder with congenial 
feelings. 

As Julia mufed through the walks, 
and furveyed this vaft monument of 
barbarous fuperftition, it brought to her 
recollection an ode which fhe often re- 
peated with melancholy pleafure, as the 
compofition of Hippolkus* 

C 3 SUPER- 
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superstition: 

AN OZ>l. 

HIGH mid Alverna's awful deeps, 

Eternal {hades, and illence dwell, 
'Save, when the gale refounding fweeps > 

Sad ftrains are faintly heard to fwell : 

£nthfon'd amid the wild impending rocks, 
Involved in clouds, and brooding future woe, 

The demon Soperftition Nature mocks* 

And waves her fceptre o'er the world below. 

Around her throne, amid the mingling glooms, 
Wild— hideous forms are flowiy feen to glide; 

She bids them fly to made earth's brighteft blooms, 
And ipread the blaft of Defolation wide. 

See I in the darkened air their fiery courfc 1 
The fweeping ruin fettles o'er the land, 

Terror leads on their fteps with madd'ning force, 
And Death and Vengeance clofe theghaitly ban^J 

Mark the purple ftreams that flow! 
Mark the deep empaflioned woe ! 
Frantic Fury's dying groan ! 
Virtue's figh, and Sorrow*s moan ! 

Wide— wide the phantom's fwell the loaded air 
With Ihrieks of anguifli— madnefs and defpair ! 

Ceafe 
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Ceafe your ruin ! fpe&res dire ! 

Ceafc your wild terrific fway ! 
Turn your fleps— and check your ire,' 

Yield to peace the mourning day ! 

She wept to the memory of times 
paft, and there was a romantic fadneis 
in her feelings, luxurious and indefina- 
ble. Madame behaved to Julia with 
the tendered attention, and endeavoured 
to withdraw her thoughts from their 
mournful fubjeft, by promoting that 
tafte for literature and mufic, which was 
fo fuitable to the powers of her mind. 

But an obje£t ferioufly interefting 
now obtained that regard, which thofe 
of mere amufement failed to attract. 
Her favourite nun, for whom her love ' 
and efteem daily encreafed, feemed de- 
clining under the preffure of a fecret 
grief. Julia was deeply affe&ed with 
her fituation, and though fhe was not 
empowered to adminifter confolation to 
her forrows, (he endeavoured to miti- 
gate the fufferings of illnefs. She nurfed 

C 4 her 



( 3* ) 

her with unremitting care, and feemed 
to feize with avidity the temporary 
opportunity of efcaping from herfelf. 
The nun appeared perfe&ly reconciled 
to her fate, and exhibited during her 
illnefs, fo much fweetnefs, patience, and 
refignation, as affedted all around her 
with pity and love* Her angelic nyld- 
nefs, and fteady fortitude, charadterized 
the beatification of a faint, rather than 
the death of a mortal. Julia watched 
every turn of her diforder with the ut- 
moft folicitude, and her care was at 
length rewarded by the amendment of 
Cornelia. Her health gradually im- 
proved, and fhe attributed this cir- 
cumftance to the afliduity and tendernefi 
of her young friend, to whom her heart 
now expanded in warm and unreferved 
affe&ion. At length Julia ventured to 
folicit what fhe had fo long and fo ear- 
neftly wifhed for, and Cornelia unfolded 
the hiftory of her forrows. 

iC Of the life which your care has 

pro* 
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prolonged," faid fhe,. " it is but juft 
that you fhould know the events - r 
though thofc events are neither new* 
or ftriking, and poffefs- little power 
of interefting perfons unconne&ed with, 
them. To me they have,, however, 
been unexpectedly dreadful in effect* 
and my heart aflures me, that to you 
they will not be indifferent. 

w I am the unfortunate defcendant of 
an ancient and illuftrious Italian family. 
In early childhood I was deprived of & 
mother's care, but the tendernefs of mjr 
furviving parent made her lofs,. a& t© my 
welfare,, almoft unfek. Suffer me here 
to do juftice to the character of my no- 
ble father. He united, in an eminent 
degree,, the mild virtues of focial life* 
with the firm unbending qualities of the 
noble Romans^his anceftors, from whom 
he was proud to trace his defcent.. Theis 
merit,, indeed, continually dwelt on his; 
tongue, and their actions he was- always 
endeavouring to imitate,, as far as was. 

C 5 confiffc- 
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confident with the qhara&er of his times, 
and with the liiiiited fphere in which he 
moved. The recolledfcion of his virtue 
elevates my mind, and fills my heart 
with a noble pride, which even the cold 
walls of a monaftery have not been able 
to fubdue. 

My father's fortune was unfuitable to 
his rank. That his fon might hereafter 
be enabled to fupport the dignity of his 
family, it was neceffary for me to aflume 
the veil. Alas ! that heart was unfit to 
be offered at an heavenly fhrine, which 
was already devoted to an earthly objedt. 
My affe&ions had lpng been engaged 
by the younger fon of a neighbour- 
ing nobleman, whofe charadter and ac- 
compliftiments attracted my early love, 
and confirmed my lateft efteem. Our 
families were intimate, and our youth- 
ful intercourfe occafioned an attach- 
ment, which ftrengthened and expanded 
with our years. He folicited me of my 
father, but there appeared an infuperable 

barrier 
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barrier to our union. The family of 
my lover laboured under a circumftance 
of fimilar diftrefs with that of my own 
—it was noble — but poor! My father, 
who was ignorant of the ftrength of my 
affe&ion, and who confidered a mar- 
riage formed in poverty as deftru&iv* 
tto happinefs, prohibited his fuit. 

Touched with chagrin and difappoint- 
ment, he immediately entered into 
the fervice of his Neapolitan majefty, 
^and fought in the tumultuous fcenes of 
glory, a refuge from the pangs of dis- 
appointed paffion. » 
To me, whofe. hours moved hi ohfe 
jround of dull uniformity — who had nb 
purfuit to intereft — no variety to ani- 
mate my drooping fpirits — to me the 
effort of forgetfutoefs was ineffectual. 
The loved idea of Angelo ftill rofc 
upon my fancy, and its powers of cap- 
tivation* heightened by abfcnce, and, 
perhaps, even by deip^ir, purfued me 
with inceffant grief. I ^concealed in 

C 6 filencc 



fikrice the anguifh that pneyed upon 
my heart, and rcfigncd myfclf a willing 
vidtim to monaftic aufterity. But I was 
now threatened with a new evil, terrible 
and unexpedted. I was fo unfortunate 
. as to attradt the admiration of the mar- 
quis Marinelli* and he applied to "my 
father. He was illuftrious at once in 
birth and fortune* and his vifits could 
only be unwelcome to me. Dreadful 
was the moment in which my father 
difclofed to me thq propofal. My dit 
-trefs* which I vainly endeavoured to 
command, difcovered the exadt fituatioa 
of n>y heart> and my father was af~ 
f^aed. 

After a long and awful paufc, he ge>- 
jacroufly releafed me from my fufferingv 
by leaving it to my choke to accept the 
marquis, or to afiumc the veil. I fell 
.at his feet, overcome by the noble difin- 

* 

tereftednefs of his conduit,, and inftantly 
accepted the latter. 
This affair removed entbely the dit- 

guifir 
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guffe with which I had hitherto guarded 
.my heart;— my brother— -my generous 
brother I learned the true ftate of its af- 
fedtions* He faw the grief which preyed; 
upon my health; he obferved it to 
my father, and he nobly— *oh how no- 
bly ! ta reftore my happinefs,. defired to 
jrefigrKa part of the eftate which had al- 
ready defcended to him in right of his 
mother. u Alas L Hippolitus," eontU 
jmed Cornelia, deeply fighing, " thy 
virtues dcfetveda better fate/' 

ff Hippolitus !" faid Julia,, in. a tre* 
mulous accent, cc Hippolitus, count de 
Vereza I" * The fame„" replied the 
nun, in a tone of furprize. Julia was 
ipeechlels; tears* however* came to. her 
reliefs The aftonifhment of Cornelia, 
ibr fome moment furpaffed exprefiion *, 
at length a gleam of recolleftion croffed 
her mind, and fhe too well uaderfliood 
the fcene before her- Julia,, after fome 
jime revived, when Cornelia tenderly 
approaching her* cc Do I then embrace 

my 
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my filler!" faid fhe, " United in fenti- 
ment, are we alfo united in misfor- 
tune ?" Julia anfwered with her fighs, 
and their tears flowed in mournful fym- 
pathy together. At length Cornelia re- 
fumed her narrative, 

" My father, ftruck with the conduct 
of Hippolitus, paufed upon the offer* 
The alteration in my health was too ob- 
vious to efcape his notice; the conflidfc 
between pride and parental tendernefs, 
held him for fome time in indecifion, 
but the latter finally fubdued every op- 
pofmg feeling, and he yielded his con- 
fent to my marriage with Angelo. The 
fudden tranfition from grief to joy was 
almoft too much for my feeble frame $ 
judge then what muft have been the ef- 
fect of the dreadful reverfe, when the 
news arived that Angelo had fallen in 
a foreign engagement ! Let me oblite- 
rate, if poflible, the impreflion of fenfa- 
tions fo dreadful. The fufFerings of 
\ny brother, whofe generous heart could 

fo 
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Xb finely Feel for another's woe, were on 
this occafion' inferior only to my own. 

After the firft excefs of my grief was 
fubiided, I defired to retire from a world 
which had tempted me only with illu- 
five vifions of happinefs, and to remove 
from thofe fcenes which prompted re- 
collection, and perpetuated my diftrefs. 
My father applauded my refolution, and 
I immediately was admitted a noviciate 
intojthis monaftery, with the Superior of 
which my father had in his youth been 
acquainted. 

At the expiration of the year I re- 
ceived the veil. Oh ! I well remember 
with what perfect refignation, with what 
comfortable complacency I took thofe 
vows which bound me to a life of re- 
tirement, and religious reft. 

The high importance of the moment, 
the folemnity of the ceremony, the fa- 
cred glooms which furrbunded me, and 
the chilling filence that prevailed when 
I uttered the irrevocable vow — all con- 

fpired 
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Ipired to imprefs my imagination, and 
to raife my views to heaven. When I 
knelt at the altar,, the facred flame of 
pure devotion glowed; in my heart, and 
elevated my foul ta fublimity- The 
world and all its recolle&ions faded 
from my mind, and left it ta the influ- 
ence of a ferene and holy enthufiafra 
which no words can defcribe* 

Soon after my noviciation,. I had the 
misfortune to lofe my dear father. It* 
the tranquillity of this monaftery, how- 
ever, in the foothing kindnefs of my 
companions,, and in devotional exercifes, 
my forrows found relief^ and the fling 
of grief was blunted. My repofe was of 
fhort continuance. A circumftance oc-* 
curred that renewed the mifery, which 
can now never quit me but in. the grave, 
to which I look with no fearful appre- 
henfion, but as a refuge from calamity,, 
trufting that the power who has feen 
good to affii<£t me, will pardon the im- 
perfettnefs of my devotion,, and the toa 

fee- 
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frequent wandering of my thoughts to 
the objefifc once fo dear to me." 

As fhe fpoke fhe raifed her eyes, 
which beamed with truth and meek af- 
furance, to heaven ; and the fine devo- 
tional fuffufion of her countenance feerr>- 
ed to characterize the beauty of an in- 
fpired faint. 

cc One day, Oh ! never fhall I forget 
it, I went as ufual to the confeflional to 
acknowledge my fins. I knelt before 
the father with eyes bent towards the 
earth, and in a low voice proceeded to 
confefs. I had but one crime to deplore, 
and that was the too tender remenv- 
brance of him for whom I mourned, 
and whofe idea impreffed upon my 
heart, made it a blemifhed offering to 
God. 

I was interrupted in my confeffion* 
by a found of deep fobs, and r%ifmg my 
eyes, Oh God, what were my fenfations, 
when in the features of the holy father, 
I difcovered Angelo I His image faded 

like 
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like a vifion from my fight, and I 
funk at his feet. On recovering I found 
myfelf on my matrafs attended by a 
filter, who I difcovered by her conver- 
fation had no fufpicion of the occafion 
of my diforder. Indifpofition confined 
me to my bed for feveral days ; when I 
recovered, I faw Angelo no more, and 
could almoft have doubted my fenfes, 
and believed that an illufion had crofled 
my fight, till one day I found in my cell 
a written paper. I diftinguilhed at the 
firft glance the hand writing of Angelo, 
that well-known hand which had fo 
often awakened me to other emoti- 
ons, I trembled at the fight ; my beat- 
ing heart acknowledged the beloved 
chara£ters ; a cold tremor fhook my 
frame, and half breathlefs I feized th6 
paper. But recolle&ing myfelf, I paufed 
— I hefitated: duty at length yielded 
to the ftrong temptation, and I read the 
lines. Oh! thofe lines! prompted by 
defpair, and bathed in my tears ! every 

word 
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word they offered gave a new pang to 
my heart, and f welled its anguilh almoft 
beyond endurance. I learned that Aii- 
gelo, feverely wounded in a foreign en- 
gagement, had been left for dead upon 
the field ; that his life was faved by 
the humanity of a common foldier 
of the enemy, who perceiving figns 
of exiflence, conveyed him to a 

. houfe. Afliftance was foon procured, 
but his wounds exhibited the moft 
alarming fymptoms. During fevcral 

i months he languilhed between life and 
death, till at length his youth and con- 
ftitution furmountdd the conflid, and 
he returned to Naples. Here he faw 
.my brother # whofe diftrefs and afto- 
iiiftiment at beholding him occafioned 
a relation of pad circumftances, and of 
the vows I h?td taken in confequence of 
the report of his death. It is unne- 
ceffary to mention the immediate eflfe6t 
of this narration ; the final one exhibited 
a very Angular proof of his attachment 

and 
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and defpair ;— he devoted himfelf to * 
monastic life, and chofe this abbey for 
the place of his refidence, becaufe it 
contained the obje£t moft dear to his 
affeftions. His letter informed me that 
he had purpofely avoided difcovering 
himfelf, endeavouring to be contented 
with the opportunities which occurred of 
filently obferving me, till chance had 
occafioned the foregoing interview.— 
But that fince its effe&s had been lb 
mutually painful, he would relieve me 
from the apprehenfion of a fimilar dif- 
trefs, by affuring me> that I fhould fee 
him no more. He was faithful to his 
promifej from that day I have never 
feen him, and am even ignorant whe- 
ther he yet inhabits this afy him ; the ef- 
forts of religious fortitude, and the juft 
fear of exciting curiofity, having with- 
held me from enquiry. But the moment 
of our laft interview has been equally 
fatal to my peace and to my health, and 

I truifc 
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I truft I (hall ere very long be releafed 
from the agonizing ineffectual ftruggles 
cccafioned by the confcioufnefs of facred 
vows imperfectly performed, and by 
earthly affe&ions not wholly fubdued." 
Cornelia ceafed, and Julia, who had 
liftened to the narrative in deep atten- 
tion, at once admired, loved, and pitied 
her. As the fitter of Hippolitus, her 
heart expanded towards her, and it was 
now inviolably attached by the fine ties 
of fympathetic forrow. Similarity of 
fentiment and fuffering united them in 
the firmeft bonds of friendfhipj and thus, 
from reciprocation of thought and feel- 
ing, flowed a pure and fweet confola- 
tion. 

Julia loved to indulge in the mourn- 
ful pleafure of converfing of Hippolitus, 
and when thus engaged, the hours crept 
unheeded by. A thoufand queftions 
lhe repeated concerning him, but to 
thofe moft interefting to her, (he received 

no 
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no confolatory anfwer. Cornelia, who 
had heard of the fatal tranfaftion at the 
caftle of Mazzini, deplored with her its 
too certain confequence. 
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CHAPTER X. 

JULIA accuftomcd herfelf. to walk in 
the fine evenings under the fhade of 
the high trees that environed the abbey. 
The dewy coolnefs of the air refrefhed 
her. The innumerable rofeate tints 
which the parting fun-beams refle&ed 
on the rocks above, and the fine vermil 
glow diffbfed over the romantic fcene 
beneath, foftly fading from the eye, as, 
the night-fhades fell, excited fenfations 
of a fweet and tranquil nature, and 
foothed her into a temporary forgetful- 
nefs of her forrows. 

The deep folitude of the place fub- 
dued her apprehenfion, and one evening 
flie ventured with Madame de Menon 
to lengthen her walk. They returned 
to the abbey without haying feen a hu- 
man being, except a friar of the monaf- 
tery, who had been to a neighbouring 
town to order provifion. On the fol- 
lowing 
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lowing evening they repeated their 
walk; and, engaged in converfation* 
rambled to a Confiderable diftance from 
the abbey* The dfftant bell of the mo- 
naftery founding for vefpers, reminded 
them of the hour, and looking rounds 
they perceived the extremity of the 
wood, . They were returning towards 
the abbey, when ftruck by the appear* 
ance of fome majeftic columns which 
were diftinguifhable between the trees, 
they paufed. Curiofity tempted them 
to examine to what edifice pillars of 
fuch magnificent architedture could be- 
long, in a fcene fo rude, and they went 

OK. 

There appeared on a point of rock 
impending over the valley the reliques 
of a palace, whofe beauty time had im- 
paired only to heighten its fublimity/ 
An arch of fingular magnificence re- 
mained alnloft entire, beyond which 
appeared wild cliffs retiring in grand 
perfpe&ive. The fun> which was now 

fetting, 
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fctting, threw a trembling luftre upoit 
the ruins, and gave a finifhing effeft to 
the fcene. They gazed in mute wonder 
upon the view ; but the faft fading light, 
and the dewy chillnefs of the air, warned 
them to return. As Julia gave a laft 
look to the fcene, fhe perceived two men 
leaning upon a part of the ruin at 
fome diftance, in earneft cohverfation. 
As they fpoke, their looks were fo at- 
tentively bent on her, that (he could 
" have no doubt fhe was the fubjedt of their 
difcourle. Alarmed at this circumftance, 
Madame and Julia immediately retreat- 
ed towards the abbey. They walked 
fwiftly through the woods, whofe fhades, 
deepened by the gloom of evening, 
prevented their diftinguifhing whether 
they were purfued. They were furprized 
to obfcrve the diftance to which they 
had ftrayed from the monaftery, whofe 
•dark towers were now obfcurely feen 
rifing among the trees that clofed the 
perfpeftive. They had almoft reached 
Vol. II. D the 
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r the gates, when on looking back, they 
perceived the fame men flowly advancing, 
without any appearance of purfuit, byt 
clearly as if obferving the place of their 
retreat. 

This incident occafioned Julia much 
alarm. She could not but believe that 
the men whom fhe had feen were fpies 
of the marquis ; — if fo, her afylum was 
difcovered, and fhe had every thing to 
apprehend. Madame now judged it ne- 
ceffary to the fafety of Julia, that the 
Abate fhould be informed of her ftory, 
and of the fan&uary fhe had fought in 
his monaftery, and alfo that'hc fhould be 
folicited to protect her from parental 
tyranny. This was a hazardous, but 
a necefTary ftep, to provide againft the 
certain danger which muft enfue, fhould 
the marquis, if he demanded his daugh- 
ter of the Abate, be the firft to ac- 
quaint him with her ftory. If fhe afted 
otherwife, fKfc feared that the Abate, in 
whofe generofi ty fhe had not confided, 

and 
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and whofe pity fhe had not folicited, 
would, in the pride of his refentment, 
deliver her up, and thus would ihe 
become a certain victim to the duke de 
Luovo. 

Julia approved of this communica- 
tion, though ihe trembled for the event; 
and requefted Madame to plead her 
caufe with the Abate. On the following 
morning, therefore, Madame folicited a 
private audience of the Abate ; fhe ob- 
tained permiffion to fee him, and Julia, 
in trembling anxiety, watched her to 
the door of his apartment. This confe- 
rence was long, and every -moment 
feemed an hour to Julia, who, in fear- 
ful expe&ation, awaited with Cornelia 
che fentence which would decide her 
deftiny. She was now the conftaqt 
companion of Cornelia, whofe decline 
ing health intetefted her pity, and 
ftrengthened her attachment. 

Meanwhile Madame developed to the 
Abate the diftrefsful ftory of Julia. She 
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praifed her virtues, commended her 
accomplifhments, and deplored her (i- 
tuation. She defcribed the charadters 
of the marquis and the duke, and 
concluded with pathetically reprefent- 
Ing, that Julia had fought in this mo- 
naftery, a laft afylum from injuftice and 
mifery, and -with entreating that the 
Abate would grant her his pity and pro- 
te&ion. 

The Abate during this difcourfe pre- 
served a fullen (llence; his eyes were 
bent to the ground, and his afpeft was 
thoughtful and folemn. When Ma- 
dame ceafed to fpeak, a paule of pro- 
found filence enfued, and (he fat in anxi- 
ous expe&ation. She endeavoured to 
anticipate in his countenance the anfwer 
preparing, but fhe derived no comfort 
from thence. At length railing his 
head, and awakening from his deep re- 
verie, he told her that her requeft re- 
quired deliberation, and that the pro- 
tection fhe folicited for" Julia, might in- 
volve 
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volve him in ferious confequences, fince, 
from a chara&er fo determined as the 
marquis's, much violence might reafon- 
ably be expe&ed. cc Should his daugh- 
ter be refufed him," concluded the 
Abate, <* 4*e' may even dare to violate 
the fan&uary." 

Madame, (hocked by the ftern indif- 
ference of this reply, was a moment 
filent. The Abate went on. " What- 
ever I fhall determine upon, the young 
lady has reafon to rejoice that Ihe is ad- 
mitted into this holy houfe ; for I will 
even now venture to aflure her, that'if the 
marquis fails to demand her, (he fhall 
be permitted to remain in this fanftuafy 
unmolefted. You, Madam, will be 
fenfible of this indulgence, and of v the 
value of the facrifice I make in granting: 
it i for in thus concealing a child from 
her parent, I encourage her in difobedi- 
ence, and confequently facrifice my 
fenfe of duty, to what may be juftly 
called a weak humanity." 

D 3 Madams 
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Madame liftened to this pompous de- 
clamation in filent forrow and indig- 
nation. She made another effort to in- 
tereft the Abate in favour of Julia, but 
he prcferved his ftern inflexibility, and 
repeating that he would deliberate upon 
the matter, and acquaint her with the 
refult, he arofe with great folemnitj^ 
and quitted the room. 

She now half repented of the confi- 
dence fhe had repofed in him, and of 
the pity fhe had foliated , fince he difco- 
vered a mind incapable of underftand- 
ing the firft, and a temper inacceflible 
to the influence of the latter. With an 
heavy heart fhe returned to Julia, who 
read in her countenance, at the moment 
fhe entered the room, news of no happy 
import. When Madame related the 
particulars of the conference, Julia pre- 
faged from it only mifery, and giving 
herfelf up for loft— fhe burft into tears. 
She feverely deplored the confidence 
fhe had been induced to yield j for fhe 

now 
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now faw herfclf in the power of a man, 
ftern and unfeeling in his nature : arid 
from whom, if he thought it fit to be- 
tray her, fhe had no means of efcaping. 
But fhe concealed the anguifh of her 
heart ; and to confole Madame, affedfced 
to hope where fhe could only defpair. 

Several days elapfed, and no anfwer 
was returned from the Abate, Julia 
too well understood this filence. 

One morning Cornelia entering her 
room with a difturbed and impatient 
air, inforfned her that feme emiflaries 
from the marquis were then in the mo- 
rtaftery, having enquired at the gate for 
the Abate, with whom, they faid, they 
had bufinefs of importance to tranfaft. 
The Abate had granted them immediate 
audience, and they were now in clofe 
conference. 

At this intelligence the fpirits of Ju- 
lia forfook her ; fhe trembled, grew pale, 
and flood fixed in mute defpair. Ma- 
dame, though fcarcely lefs diftreffed, 
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retained a prefence of mirrd. She im- 
derftood too juftly the chara&er of the 
Superior, to doubt that he would hefi- 
tate in delivering Julia to the hands of 
the marquis. On this moment, there- 
fore, turned the crifis of her fate ! — this 
moment fhe might efcape — the next fhe 
was a prifoner. She therefore advifed 
Julia to feize the inftant> and fly from 
the monastery before the conference was 
concluded, when the gates would moft 
probably be clofed upon her, alluring 
her, at the fame time, fhe would ac- 
company her in flight. v 

. The generous condudt of Madame 
called tears of gratitude into the eyes of 
Julia, who now awoke from the date of 
ftupefaftion which diftrefs had caufed. 
But before {he could thank her faithful 
friend, a nun entered the room with a 
fummons for Madame to attend the 
Abate immediately. The diftrefs which 
this meflage occafioned can not eafily be 
conceived. Madame advifed Julia to 

efcap© 
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cfcape while fhe detained the Abate in 
converfation, as it was not probable that 
he had yet iflued orders for her detention * 
Leaving her to this attempt, with an af- 
furanee of following her from the ab- 
bey as foon as poffible, Madame obeyed 
the fummons. The coolnefs of her for- 
titude forfook her as fhe approached the 
Abate's apartment, and (he became lefs 
certain as to the occafion of this fum- 
mens* 

The Abate was alone* His counte- 
nance was pale with anger,, and he was* 
pacing the room with flow but agitated 
ftcps. The Hem authority of his look 
ftartlcd her.. Cf Read this letter/' faid 
he, ftretchrng forth his hand which. 
held a letter, cc and tell me what that 
mortal defcrves,, who dares infuk our 
holy order* and fet our facred preroga- 
tive at defiance." Madame diftinguiih- 
ed the hand writing of the marquis, and 
the words of the Superior threw her into» 
the utraoft. aftonifhment. She took the: 

X) £ letter- 
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letter. It was didtated by that fpirit of 
proud vindi&ive rage, which fo ftrongly 
marked the character of the marquis. 
Having difcovered the retreat of Julia, 
and believing the monaftery afforded 
her a' r willing fandtuary from his pur- 
fuit, he accufed the Abate of encourag- 
ing his child in open rebellion to his 
will. He loaded him and his facred 
order with opprobrium, and threatened, 
if fhe was not immediately refigned to 
the emiflaries in waiting, he would in 
perfon lead on a foree which fhould 
compel the church to yield to the fupe- 
rior authority of the father. 

The fpirit of the Abate was roufed by 
this menace $. and Julia obtained from 
his pride, that protedtion which neither 
his principle or 1iis humanity would 
have granted. " The man fliall trem- 
ble/' cried he, " who dares defy our 
power, or queftion our fafcred authority. 
The lady Julia is fafe* I will proteft 
her from this proud invader of our 

rights 
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rights, and teach him at lcaft to vene- 
rate the power he cannot conquer. I 
have difpatched his emiflaries with my 
anfwer." 

Thefe words ftruck fudden joy upon 
the heart of Madame de Menon, but 
fhe inftantly recolle&ed, that ere this 
time Julia had quitted the abbey, and 
thus the very precaution which was 
meant to enfure her fafety, had probably 
precipitated her into the hand of her 
enemy. This thought changed her joy 
to anguifh $ and fhe was hurrying from 
the apartment in a fort of wild hope, 
that Julia might not yet be gone, when 
the ftern voice of the Abate arretted her; 
<c Is it thus," cried he, " that you re- 
ceive the knowledge of our generous 
refolution to proteft your friend ? Does 
fuch condefcending kindnefs merit no 
thanks— demand no gratitude ?" Ma- 
dame returned in an agony of fear, left 
one moment *>f delay might prove fatal 
to Julia, if haply fhe had not yet 
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quitted the monaftery. She was eon- 
icious of her deficiency in apparent gra- 
titude, and of the ftrange appearance of 
her abrupt departure from the Abate, 
for which.it was impoffible to apologize, 
without betraying the fecret, which 
would kindle all his refentment. Yet fome 
atonement his prefcnt anger demand- 
ed, and thefe circumftanccs caufed her 
a very painful embarraflment. She 
formed a hafty excufe ; and exprefling. 
her fenfe of his goodnefs, again at- 
tempted to retire, when the Abate frown- 
ing in deep refentment, his features in- 
flamed with pride, ; arofe from his feat- 
cc Stay,** faid he, " whence this impa- 
tience to fly from the prefence of a be- 
nefaftor ? — If my generofity fails to ex- 
cite gratitude, my refentment ihall not. 
fail to infpire awe. — Since the lady Ju- 
lia isinftrnfible of my cohdefcenfion, flic-* 
is unworthy of my protection, and. I will 
refign her to the tyrant who demands 
her." 

Ta 
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To this fpeech, in which the offend- 
ed pride of the Abate overcoming all 
fenfe of juftice, accufed and threatened 
to punifh Julia for the fault of her 
friend, Madame liftened in dreadful 
impatience* Every word that detained 
herftruck torture to .her heart,, but the 
concluding fentence occaiioned new ter- 
ror, and fhe darted at its purpofe* She 
fell at the feet of the Abate in an agony 
of grief. " Holy father," did fhe* 
cc punifh not Julia, for the offence which 
I only have committed;, her heart 
will blefs her generous proteftor, and 
for myfelf, fuffer me to affure you that 
I am fully fenfible of your goodnefs." 

" If this is true," faid the Abate, 
c < arife v andbid the lady Julia attend me "' 
This command increafed the confufioa 
of Madame* who had no doubt that her 
detentioa had proved fataL to. Julia.. At 
length fhe was fuffered to depart,, and 
to her infinite joy found Julia in her 
own room* Her intention, of efcaping, 

had 
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had yielded, immediately after the de- 
parture of Madame, to the fear of being 
difcovered by the marquis's people. 
This fear had been confirmed by the 
report of Cornelia, who informed her, 
that at that time feveral horfemen were 
waiting at the gates for the return of 
their companions. This was a dreadful 
circumftance to Julia, who perceived it 
was utterly impoflible to quit the mo- 
naftery, without rufhing upon certain 
deftruftion. She was lamenting her 
deftiny, when Madame recited the par- 
ticulars of the late interview, and deli- 
vered the fummons of the Abate. 
* They had now to dread the efFeft of 
that tender anxiety, which had excited his 
refentment ; and Julia fuddenly elated to 
joy by his firft determination, was as 
fuddenly funk to defpair by his Jaft. She 
trembled with apprehenfion of the com- 
ing interview, though each moment of 
delay, which her fear folicited, would, by 
heightening the refentment of the Abate, 7 
outy increafe the danger fhe dreaded. 

At 



( 63 ) 

At length by a ftrong effort flie re- 
animated her fpirits, and went to the 
Abate's clofet to receive her fen- 
tefcee. He was feated in his chair, and 
hrs frowning afpe& chilled her heart. 
cc Daughter," faid he, cc you have been 
guilty of heinous crimes. You have 
dared to difpute — nay openly to rebel, 
againft the lawful authority of your fa- 
ther. You have difobeyed the will of 
him whofe prerogative yields only to 
ours. You have queftioned his right 
upon a point of all others the moft de- 
cided— '-the right of a father to difpofe 
of his child in marriage. You have 
even fled from his prote&ion— and you 
have dared — infidioufly, and meanly 
have dared, to fcreen your difobedience 
beneath this facred roof. You have 
prophaned our fandtuaiy with your 
crime* You have brought infult upon 
our facred order, and have caufed bold 
and impious defiance of our high prero- 
gative. What punifhment is adequate 
to guilt like this ?" 

The 
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The father paufed — his eyes ftcrnJy 
fixed on Julia, who, pale and trembling* 
could fcarcely fupport herfelf, and whqt 
had no power to reply. cc I will be 
merciful, and not juft," refumed he,— 
" I will foften the punifhment you de- 
ferve, and will only deliver you to your 
father*" At thefe dreadful words, Julia 
burfting into tears, funk at the feet of 
the Abate, to whom fhe raifed her eyes, 
in fupplicating expreflion, but wai 
unable to fpeak. He fufFered her ta 
remain in this pofture* c< Your dupli- 
city, he refumed, u is • not the leaft of 
your offences.— Had you relied upon 
our generality for forgivenefs and pro-* 
teftion, an indulgence might have been 
granted ; — but under the difguife of 
virtue you concealed your crimes, and, 
your neceffities were hid beneath the 
mafk of devotion J' , 

Thefe falfe afperfions roufed in Julia 
the fpirit of indignant virtue j ihe arofe 
ftpm her knees with an air of dignity* 

that 
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that ftruck even the Abate. " Holy fa* 
ther," faid fhe, <c my heart abhors the 
crime you mention, and difclaims all 
union with it. Whatever are my of- 
fences, from the fin of hypocrify I am 
at leaft free j and you will pardon me if 
I remind you, that my confidence has 
already been fuch, as fully juftifies my 
claim to the prote&ion I folicit. When 
I fheltered qjyfelf within thefe walls, it 
was to be prefumed that they would 
proteft me from injuftice; and with 
what other term than injuftice would 
you, Sir, diftinguifh the conduft of 
the marquis, if the fear of his power did 
not overcome the diftates of truth ?'* 

The Abate felt thd full force of this 
reproof i but difdaining to appear fenfi- 
ble to it, reftrained his refentment. His 
wounded pride thus exafperated, and all 
the malignant paffions of his nature thus 
called into aftion, he was prompted to 
that cruel furrender which he had never 
before ferioufly intended. The offence . 

which 
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which Madame de Menon had uninten- 
tionally given, his haughty fpirit 
urged him to retaliate in punifhment. 
He had, therefore, pleafed himfelf with 
exciting a terror which he never meant 
to confirm, and he refolved to be fur- 
ther folicited for that proteftion which 
he had already determined to grant. 
But this reproof of Julia touched him 
where he was moft confcious of defeft ; 
and the temporary triumph which he 
imagined it afforded her, kindled his 
refentment into flame, fie mufed in • 
his chair, in a fixed attitude. — She faw 
in his countenance the deep workings' 
of his mind- — fhe revolved the fate pre- 
paring for her, and flood in trembling 
anxiety to receive her feritence. The 
Abate confidered each aggravating cir- 
cumftance of the marquis's menace, and 
each fentence of Julia's fpeech -, and his 
mind experienced, that vice is not only 
inconfiftent with virtue, but with itfelf 
—for to gratify -his malignity, he now 

dif- 
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difcovered that it would be neceflary to 
facrifice his pride — fince it would be 
impoffible to punifti the objed of tlie 
firft, without denying himfelf the gra- 
tification of the latter. This refledtion 
fufpended his mind in a (late of torture, 
and he fat wrapt in gloomy filence. 

The fpirit which lately animated Ju- 
lia, had vanifhed with her words — each 
moment of filence increafed her ap- 
prehenfion ; the deep brooding of bis 
thoughts confirmed her in the apprc- 
henfion of evil, and with all the 
artlefs eloquence of forrow, fhe en- 
deavoured to fofcen him to pity. He 
liftened to her pleadings in fullen ftill- 
nefs. But e_ach inftant now cooled the 
fervour of his refentment to her, and 
increafed his defire of oppofing the mar- 
quis. At length the predominant fea- 
ture of his chara&er refumed its origi- 
nal influence, and overcame the work- 
ings of fubordinate pafiion. Proud of 
his religious authority, he determined 

never 
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never to yield the prerogative of the 
church to that of the father* and re- 
folved to oppofe the violence of the mar* 
qyis with equal force* 

He therefore condefcended to relieve 
Julia from her terrors, by affuring her 
of his prote&ion ; but he did this ia 
a manner fo ungracious^ as almoft to 
deftroy the gratitude which the promife- 
demanded. She haftened with the joy- 
ful intelligence to Madame de Menon^ 
who wept over her tears of thankful- 
nefs. 
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CHAPTER XL 

NEAR a fortnight had elapfed with- 
out producing any appearance of 
hoftility from the marquis, when one 
night, long after the hour of repofe, 
Julia was awakened by the bell of the 
monaftery. She knew it was not the hour 
cuftomary for prayer, and ihe liftened 
to the founds, which rolled through the 
deep filence of the fabric, with ftrong 
furprize and terror, Prefently Ihe heard 
the doors of fevtfral cells creak on their 
hinges, and the found of quick foot- 
fteps in the paflages — and through the 
crevices of her door fhe diftinguiihed 
pafling lights. The whifpering noife 
of fteps increafed, and every perfon of 
the monaftery feemed to have awakened. 
Her terror heightened ; it occurred to 
her that the marquis had furrounded 
the abbey with his people, in the de- 
iign of forcing her from her retreat ; 

and 
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and fhe arofe in hafte, with an intention 
of going to the chamber of Madame de 
Menon, when Ihe heard a gentle tap at 
the door. Her enquiry of who was 
there, was anfwered in the voice of Ma- 
dame, and her fears were quickly difli- 
pated, for fhe learned the bell was a 
fummons to attend a dying nun, who 
was going to the high altar, there to 
receive extreme un&ion. 

She quitted the chamber with Ma- 
dame. In her way to the church, the 
gleam of- tapers on the walls, and the 
glimpfe which her eye often caught 
of the friars in their long black habits, 
defcending filtntly through the narrow 
winding paflages, with the folemn toll 
of the bellj confpired to kindle imagi- 
nation, and to imprefs her heart with fa- 
cred awe. But the church exhibited a 
fcene of folemnity, fuch as fhe had never 
before witnefTed. Its gloomy aides were 
imperfe&ly feen by the rays of tapers 
from the high altar, which fhed a foli- 

tary 
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tary gleam over the remote parts of the 
fabric, and produced large mafies of 
light and (hade, ftriking and fublime 
in their effe6t. 

While fhe gazed, (he heard a diftant 
chanting rife through the aides ; the 
founds fwelled in low murmurs on the 
ear, and drew nearer and nearer, till a 
fudderi blaze of light iflued from one of 
the portals, and the proceflion entered. 
The organ inflantly founded a high and 
folemn peal, and the voices rifing alto- 
gether, fwelled the facred ftrain. In 
front appeared the Padre Abate> with 
flow and meafured fteps, bearing the 
holy crofs. Immediately followed a 
litter, on which lay the dying perfon 
covered with a white veil, borne along 
and furrounded by nuns veiled in white, 
each carrying in her hand a lighted 
taper, Laft came the friars, two and 
two, cloathed in black, and each bear- 
ing a light. 

When they reached theJiigh altar, the 

bier 



bier was refted, and in a few moments 
the anthem leafed. The Abate now ap- 
proached to perform the un&ion ; the 
veil of the dying nun was lifted — and 
Julia difcovered her beloved Cornelia ! 
Her countenance was already imprefled 
with the image of death, but her eyes 
brightened with a faint gleam of recol- 
le&ion, when they fixed upon Julia, 
who felt a cold thrill run through her 
frame, and leaned for fupport on Ma- 
dame. Julia now for the firft time dif- 
tinguifhed the unhappy lover of Corne- 
lia, on whofe features was depi&ured 
the anguifh of his heart, and who hung 
pale and filent over the bier. The ce- 
remony being finifhed, the anthem 
ftruck up ; the bier was lifted, • when 
Cornelia faintly moved her hand, and it 
was again refted upon the fteps of the 
altar. In a few minutes the mufic ceafed; 
when lifting her heavy eyes to her 
lover, with an expreflion x>f ineffable 
tendernefs and grief, ibe attempted to 
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fpeak, but the founds died oh htt 
doling lips. A faint fmile paffed over 
her countenance, and was fucceeded 
by a fine devotional glow % flie folded 
her hands upon her bofom, and with a 
look of meek refignation, raifing to-' 
wards heaven her eyes, in which now 
funk the laft fparkles of expiring life— 
her foul departed in a fliort deep figh. 

Her lover finking back, endeavoured 
to conceal his emotions, but the deep 
fobs which agitated his breaft, betrayed 
his anguifh, and the tears of every fpec- 
tator bedewed the facred foot" where 
beauty, fenfe, and innocence expiretL 

The organ now fwelled in mournful 
harmony ; and the voices of the affembly 
chanted in coral ftrain, a low and fo- 
l$mn requiem to the fpirit of the de- 
parted. 

Madame hurried Julia, who Was al- 

moft as lifelefs as her departed friend, 

from the church. A death fo fudden, 

heightened the grief which fepara- 
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tion would otherwife have occafioned. 
It Was the nature of Cornelia's diforder, 
to wear a changeful but flattering af- 
pe6t. Though fhe had long been de- 
clining, her decay was fo gradual and 
imperceptible, as to lull the apprehen- 
fions of her friends into fecurity. It was 
otherwife with herfelf ; lhe was confeious 
of the change, but forbore to* afflift: 
them with the knowledge of the truth. 
The hour of her difiblution was fudden, 
even to herfelf i but k was compofed, 
and even happy. In the death of Cor- 
nelia, Julia feemed to mourn again that 
of Hippolitus. Her deceafe appeared 
to diffolve the laft tie which conne&ed 
her with his memory. 

In one of the friars of the convent, 
Madame was furprized to find the father 
who had confeffed the. dying Vincent. 
His appearance revived the remem- 
brance of the fcene fhe had witneffed at 
the cattle of Mazzini ; and the laft 
words of Vincent, combined with the 
cjreumftances which had fince oc- 
curred, 
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Curred, renewed all her curiofity and 
aftonilhment. But his appearance ex- 
cited more fenfations than thofe of 
wonder. She dreaded, left -he fliould 
be corrupted by the marquis, to whom 
he was known, and thus be induced to 
ufe his intereft with the Abate for the 
reftoration of Julia. 

From the walls of the monaftery, Jin 
lia now never ventured to ftray. In the 
gloom of evening flie fometimes ftole 
into the cloifters, and often lingered at 
the grave of Cornelia, where fhe wefk 
for Hippolitus, as well as for her friend. 
One evening, during vefpers, the bell 
of the -convent was fuddenly rang out \ 
the Abate, whofe countenance exprefTed 
at once aftonifhment and difpleafure, 
fufpended the fervice, and quitted the 
altar. The whole congregation repaired 
to the hall, where they learned that 
a friar, retiring to the convent, had feen 
a troop of armed men advancing through 
the w©od ; and not doubting they were 
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the people of the marquis, and were ap- 
proaching with hoftile intention, had 
thought it neceffary to give the alarm. 
The Abate afcended a turret, and thence 
difcovered through the trees a glittering 
of arms, and- in the iucceeding moment 
a band of men iflued from a dark part 
of the wood, into a long avenue which 
immediately fronted the fpot where he 
dood. The clattering of hoofs was now 
diftin&ly heard; and Julia, finking with 
terror, diftinguilhed the marquis head- 
ing the troop, which foon after fepa- 
rating in two divifions, furrounded the 
monaftery. ' The gates were imme- 
diately fecured \ and the Abate y de- 
fending from the turret, aflembled 
the friars in the hall, where his voice 
was foon heard above every other part 
of the tumult. The terror of Julia 
made her utterly forgetful of the Padre's 
promife, and Ihe wifhed to fly for con- 
cealment to the deep caverns be- 
longing to the monaftery, which wound 
under the woods. Madame, whofe pe- 
netration 
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ftetration furnifhed her with a juft know- 
ledge of the Abate'* chara&er, founded 
her fecurity on his pride. She there- 
fore difluaded Julia from attempting to 
tamper with the honefty of a fervanc 
who had the keys of the vaults, and ad- 
vifed her to rely entirely on the effedt of 
the Abate** refentment towards the mar- 
quis. While Madame endeavoured to 
foothe her to compofure, a meflage from 
the Abate, required her immediate atten- 
dance. She obeyed, and he bade her fol- 
low him to a room which was direftly 
over the gates of the monaftery. From 
thence fhe faw her father, accompanied 
by the duke de Luovo -, and as her fpirits 
died away at the fight, the marquis called 
furioufly to the Abate to deliver her in- 
ftantly into his hands, threatening, if fhe 
was detained, to force the gates of the 
monaftery. At this threat the coun- 
tenance of the Abate grew dark: and 
leading Julia forcibly to the window > 
from which fhe had fhrunk back, cc Im- 
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piteous menacer !" faid he, ''eternal ven- 
geance be upon thee ! prom this mo- 
ment we expel thee from all the rights 
and communities of our church. Ar- 
rogant and daring as you are, your 
threats I defy." " Look here," faid 
he, pointing to Julia, " and learn that 
you are in my power ; for if you dare 
to violate thefe facred walls, I will 
proclaim aloud in the face of day, a 
fecret which (hall make your heart's 
blood run cold ; a fecret which involves 
your honour, nay, your very exiftence. 
Now triumph and exult in impious me- 
nace !" The marquis ftarted involunta- 
rily at this fpeech, and his features un- 
derwent a fudden change, but he endea- 
voured to recover himfelf, and to con- 
ceal his confufion. He hefitated for a 
few moments, uncertain how to aft — to 
defift from violence was to confefs him- 
felf confcious of the threatened fecret j 
yet he dreaded to inflame the refent- 
ment of the Abati > whofe menaces his" 

own 
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own heart too furely feconded. At 
length — " All that you have uttered/* 
faid he, " I defpife as the daftardly fub- 
terfuge of monkilh cunning. Your 
new infults add to the defire of recover- 
ing my daughter, that of puniftiing you. 
I would proceed to inftant violence, buc 
that would . now be an imperfedt re- 
venge, I fhall therefore withdraw my 
forces, and appeal to a higher power. 
.Thus fhall you be compelled a{ once to 
reftore my daughter and retraft your 
fcandalous impeachment of my honour,'' 
Saying this, he turned his horfe from 
the gates, and his people following him, 
quickly withdrew, leaving the Abate ex- 
ulting in conqueft, and Julia loft in afto- 
nifhment and doubtful joy. When Ihe re- 
counted to Madame the particulars of the 
conference, ihe dwelt with emphafis on 
the threats of the Abate \ but Madame, 
though her amazement was heightened 
at every word, very well underftood 
how the f£cret> whatever it was, had 
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toeo obtained. The confefibr of Vin- 
cent (he had already obferved in the mo- 
nailery, and there was no doubt that 
he had difclofed whatever could be col- 
lected from the dying words of Vincent* 
She knew alfo, that the fecret would 
never be publifhed, unlefs as a punifli- 
menr for immediate violence, it being 
one of the firft principles of monaftic 
duty, to obferve a religious fecrecy upon 
all matters entrufted to them in confef- 
fion. 

When the firft tumult of Julia's emo- 
tions fubfided, the joy which the fud- 
den departure of the marquis occa- 
fioned, yielded to apprehenfion. He had 
threatened to appeal to a higher power, 
who would compel the Abate to furren- 
der her. This menace excited a juft 
terror, and there remained no means of 
avoiding the tyranny of the marquis, but 
by quitting the monaftery. She there- 
fore requefted an audience of the Abate ; 
and having reprefented the danger of 

hep 
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her prefent fituation, Ihe intreated his 
permiffion to depart in queft of a Tafer re- 
treat. The Abate y who well knew the mar- 
quis was wholly in his power, fmiled 
at the repetition of his menaces, and de- 
nied her requefl, under pretence of his 
having now become refponfible for her 
to the church- He bade her be com- 
forted, and promifed her his protection t 
but his affurances were given in fo dif- 
tant and haughty a manner, that Julia 
left him with fears, rather increafed than 
fubdued. In croffing the hall, ihe ob- 
ferved a man haftily enter it from an op- 
ppfite door* He was not in the habit of 
the order, but was muffled up in a 
cloak, and feexned to wilh concealment* 
As fhe paffed he raifed his head, and Ju- 
lia difcovered — her father ! He darted 
at her a look of vengeance ; but before 
fhe had time even to think, as if fuddenly 
jfecolledting himfelf, he covered his face,, 
and rufhed by her. Her trembling 
frame could fcarcely fupport her to the 
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apartment of Madame, where (he funk 
fpeechlefs upon a chair, and the terror 
of her look alone fpoke the agony of 
her mind. When fhe was fomewhat re- 
covered, fhe related what fhe had teen, 
and her converfation with the Abate. 
But Madame was loft in equal perplexi- 
ty with herfelf, when fhe attempted to 
account for the marquis's appearance. 
Why, after his late daring menace, 
lhould he come fecretly to vifit the 
Abate> by whofe connivance alone he 
could have gained admiflion to the mo- 
naftery ? And what could have influenced 
the Abate to fuch a condudt ? Thefe 
circumftances, though equally inex- 
plicable, united to confirm a fear of 
treachery and furrender. To efcape 
from the abbey was now impra&icable, 
for the gates were conftantly guarded $ 
and even was it poflible to pafs them, 
certain detection awaited Julia with- 
out from the marquis's people, who 
were ftationed in the woods. Thus en- 

compafled 



eompaffed with danger, fhe could only 
await in the monaftery the iflue of her 
deftiny. 

While fhe was lamenting; with Ma- 
dame her unhappy flate r (he was fum- 
moned once more to attend the Abated 
At this moment her fpirits entirely for- 
fbok her ; the Crifis of her fate feemed 
arrived ; for fhe did not doubt that the* 
Abate intended to furrender her to the 
marquis, with whom fhe fuppofed he 
had negotiated the terms of accommo- 
dation. It was fome time before the 
could recover compofure fufficicnt to 
obey the fummons; and when fhe didi, • 
every ftep that bore her towards the 
Abate** room, increafed her dread. She* 
paufed a moment at the door, 'ere fhe 
had courage to open it; the idea of 
her father's immediate refentment arofe 
to her mind, and fhe was upon the point:, 
of retreating to her chamber, when a 
fiidden ftep within, near the door,, de- 
ftrayed her hefitation, and fhe entered the 
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clofet. The marquis was not there, 
and her fpirits revived. The flufh of 
triumph was diffufed over the features 
of the Abate, though a fhade of unap- 
peafed refentment yet remained vifible. 
cc Daughter," faid he, <c the intelli- 
gence we have to communicate may re- 
joice you. Your fafety now depends 
folely on yourfelf. I give your fate 
into your own hands, and its iffue be 
upon your head." He paufed, and 
(he was fufpended in wondering ex- 
pectation of the coming fentence. " I 
here folemnly affure you of my protec- 
tion, but it is upon one condition only 
—that you renounce the world, and de- 
dicate your days to God." Julia liftened 
with a mixture of grief and aftonifli- 
ment. " Without this conccflion oq 
your . part, I poffefs not the power, had 
. I even the inclination, to protect you. 
,If you affume the veil, you are fafe 
within the pale of the church from tem- 
poral, violence. If you negledt or re- 
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fufe to do this, the marquis may apply 
to a power from whom I have no ap- 
peal, and I fhall be compelled at laft to 
irefign you/' 

<c But to enfure your fafety, fhould 
the veil be your choice, we will procure 
a difpcnfation from the ufual forms of 
noviciation, and a few days fhall con- 
firm your vows/* He ceafed to fpeak i 
but Julia, agitated with the moft cruel 
diftrefs, knew not what to reply. <c We 
grant you three days to decide upon 
this matter," continued he, " at the ex- 
piration of which, the veil, or the duke 
de Luovo, awaits you." Julia quitted 
,the clofet in mute defpair, and re- 
paired to Madame, who could now 
fcarcely offer her the humble benefit of 
confolation. 

Meanwhile the Abate exulted in fuc- 
cefsful vengeance, and the marquis 
fmarted beneath the flings of difappoint- 
ment. The menace of the former was too 
fcriouQy alarming to fufFer the marquis 

to 
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to profecute violent meafures; and her 
had therefore refolved, by oppofing ava- 
rice to pride, to foothe the power which 
he could not fubdjje. But he was unwil- 
ling to cntruft the Abate with a proof 
of his compliance and his fears, by of- 
fering a bribe in a letter, and preferred 
the more humiliating, but fafer method, 
of a private interview. His magnifi- 
cent offers created a temporary hefita- 
tion in the mind of the Abate y who, fe- 
ctire of his advantage, (hewed at firftna 
difpofition to be reconciled, and fuffered 
the marquis to depart in anxious un- 
certainty. After maturely deliberating 
upon the propofals, the pride of the 
Abate furmounted his avarice, and he 
determined to prevail upon Julia effec- 
tually to deftroy the hopes of the mar- 
quis, by confecrating her life to reli- 
gion. Julia pafled the night and the 
next day in a ftate of mental torture ex- 
ceeding alldefcription. The gates of the 
monaftefy befet with guards, and the 

wooda 
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woods furrounded by the marquis** 
people, made efcape impoffible. . From>. 
a marriage with the duke, whofe late- 
conduct had confirmed the odious idea, 
which his chara&er had formerly inv- 
preffed, her heart recoiled in horrorj, 
and to be immured for life within the 
walls of a convent, was a fate little lefe 
dreadful. Yet fuch was the effedt of 
that facred love fhe bore the memory 
of Hippolitus> and fuch her averfion to- 
the duke, that fhe foon refolved to 
adopt the veil. On the following even- 
ing fhe informed the Abate of her de- 
termination. His heart fwelled with, 
fccret joy j and even the natural feverity 
of his manner relaxed at the intelli- 
gence. He affured her of his approba- 
tion and prote&ion,. with a degree of 
kindnefs which -he had never before 
manifefted, and to!d her the ceremony 
fhould be performed on the fecond day 
from the prefent. Her emotion fcarce- 
ly fuffered her to hear his lad words. 

Now 
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Now that her fate was fixed beyond re- 
call, fhe almoft repented of her choice. 
Her fancy attached to it a horror not 
m its own ; and that evil, which, when 
offered to her decifion, Ihe had accepted 
with little hefitation, Ihe now paufed 
upon in dubious regret ; fo apt we arc 
to imagine that the calamity mod cer- 
tain, is alfo the moft intolerable ! 

When the marquis read the anfwer of 
the jibate> all the baleful paffions of his 
nature were roufed and inflamed to a 
degree which bordered upon diftra&ion. 
In the firft impulfe of his rage, he 
would have forced the gates of the mo- 
naftery, and defied the utmoft malice 
of his enemy.- But a moment's refleftion 
revived his fear of the threatened fecret, 
and he faw that he was ftill in the power 
of the Superior* 

The Abate procured the neceffary dif- 
penfation, and preparations were imme^ 
diately began for the approaching ce- 
remony. Julia watched the departure 

of 
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of thofe moments which led to her fate 
with the calm fortitude of defpair. She 
had no means of efcaping from the 
coming evil, without expofing herfelf to 
a worfej fhe furveyed it therefore with 
a fteady eye, and no longer fhrunk from 
its approach. 

On the morning preceding the day 
of her confecration, fhe, was informed 
that a ftranger enquired for her at the 
grate. Her mind had been fo long ac- 
cuftomed to the viciffitudes of appre- 
henfion, that fear was the emotion which 
now occurred j (he fufpe&ed, yet fcarcely 
knew why, that the marquis was be- 
low, and hefitated whether to defcend. 
A little refledtion determined her, and 
Ihe went to the parlour-— where to 
her equal joy and furprize fhe beheld— 
Ferdinand ! 

During the abfence of the marquis 
from his caftle, Ferdinand, who had 
been informed of the difcovery of Julia, 
effetted his efcape from imprifonment, 

and 
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and had haftened to the monaftery in the 
defign of refcuing her. He had patted 
the woods in difguife, with much dif- 
ficulty eluding the obfervation of the 
marquis's people, who were yet difperfed 
round the abbey. To the monaftery, 
as he came alone, he had been admitted 
without difficulty. 

When he learned the conditions of 
the Abate' s protection, and that the fol- 
lowing day was appointed for the. con-* 
fecration of Julia, he waa fbocked, and 
paufed in deliberation. A period fa 
ihort as was this interval, afforded litde 
opportunity for contrivance, and lefs 
for hefitation. The night of the prefent 
day was the only time that remained for 
the attempt and execution ., of a plan of 
cfcape, which if it then failed of fuccefs* 
Julia would not only be condemned for 
life to the walls of a monaftery, but 
would be fubje&ed to whatever punifH- 
ment the feverity of the Abate> exafpe- 
rated by the detection, fhould think fit, 

to 
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to irrflift. The danger was defperate, 
but the occafion was defperate alfo. 

The nobly difinterefted condudfc of 
her brother, ftruck Julia with gratitude 
and admiration ; but defpair of fuccefs, 
made her now hefitate whether fhe 
fhould accept his offer. She confidered 
that his generofity would moft probably 
involve him in definition with herfelf \ 
and fhe paufed in deep deliberation, 
when Ferdinand informed her of a cir- 
cumftance which,, till now, he had pur-, 
pofely concealed, and which at once dif- 
folved every doubt and every fear. 
'* Hippolitus," faid Ferdinand, " yet 
lives." " Lives !" repeated Julia faintly, 
— " lives ! Oh ! tell me where — how." 
— Her breath refufed to aid her, and fhe 
funk in her chair, overcome with the 
ftrong and various fenfations that preffed 
upon her heart. Ferdinand, whom the 
grate with- held from affifting her, ob- 
ferved her fituation in extreme diftrefs. 
When fhe recovered, he informed her 

that 
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that a fervant of Hippolitus, fent nt> 
doubt by his lord to enquire concern- 
ing Julia, had been lately feen by one 
of the marquis's people in the neigh- 
bourhood of the caftle. From him it 
was known that the count de Vereza 
was living, but that his life had been 
defpaired of; and he was dill confined* 
by dangerous wounds, in an obfcure 
town on the coaft of Italy. The man 
had fteadily refufed to mention the place 
of his lord's abode. Learning that the 
marquis was then at the abbey of St* 
Auguftin, whither he purfued his daugh- 
ter, the man difappeared from Max- 
zini, and had not fince been heard of. 

It was enough for Julia to know that 
Hippolitus lived; her fears of detec- 
tion, and Jier fcruples concerning Fer- 
dinand, inftantly vanifhed ; {he thought 
only of efcape — and the means which 
had lately appeared fo formidable — fa 
difficult in contrivance, and fo dangerous 
in execution, now feemed eafy, certain, 
and almoft accomplished. 

They 
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They confulted on the plan to be 
adopted $ and agreed, that in attempting 
to bribe a fervant of the monaftery to 
their intereft, they ihould incur a danger 
too iminent, yet it appeared fcarcely 
pra&icable to fucceed in their fcheme 
without rifquing this. After much con- 
sideration they determined to entruft 
their fecret to no perfon but to Madame. 
Ferdinand was to contrive to conceal 
himfelf till the dead of night in the 
church, between which and the monas- 
tery were feveral doors of communica- 
tion. When the inhabitants of the ab- 
bey were funk in repofe, Julia might 
without difficulty pafs to the church, 
where Ferdinand awaiting her, they 
might perhaps efcape either through an 
outer door of the fabric, or through a 
window, for which latter attempt Fer- 
dinand was to provide ropes. 

A couple of horfes were to be ftationed 
among the rocks beyond the woods, to 

convey the fugitives to a fel-port, whence 

they 
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they could eafily pafs over to Italy. 
Having arranged this plan, they fe- 
parated in the anxious hope of meeting 
on the enfuing night. 

Madame warmly fympathized with Ju- 
lia in her prefent expe&ations, and was 
now fomewhat relieved from the pref- 
fure of that felf reproach, with which the 
confideration of having withdrawn her 
young friend from a fecure afylum, had 
long tormented her. In learning that Hip- 
politus lived, Julia experienced a fud- 
den renovation of life and fpirits. From 
the languid ftupefadlion which defpair 
had occafioned fhe revived as from a 
dream, and her fenfations refembled 
thofe of a perfon fuddenly awakened 
from a frightful vilion, whofe thoughts 
are yet obfcured in the fear and uncer- 
tainty which the pafling images have 
imprefled on his fancy. She emerged 
from deipair; joy illumined her coun- 
tenance ; yet fhe doubted the reality of 
the fcene wflich now opened to her 

view. 
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view. The hours rolled heavily along 
till the evening, When expectation gave 
way to fear, for fhe was once more fum- 
moned by the Abate. He fent for her 
to adminifter the ufual neceffary exhor- 
tation on the approaching folemnity; 
and having detained her a confiderable 
time in tedious and fevere difcourfe, 
difmi fled her with a formal benedic- 
tion* 
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CHAPTER XII. 

THE evening now funk in darknefs, 
and the hour was faft approaching 
which would decide the fate of Julia. 
Trembling anxiety fubdued s every 
other fenfation j and as the minutes 
pafled, her fears increafed. At length 
lhe heard the gates of the monaftery 
fattened for the night ; the bell rang 
the fignal for repofe ; and the pafling 
footfteps of the nuns told her they were 
haftening to obey it. After fome time, 
all was filent. Julia did not yet dare to 
venture forth ; Ihe employed the prefent 
interval in interefting and affedtion** 
ate converfation with Madame de Me- 
non, to whom, notwithftanding her 
fituation, her heart bade a forrowful 
adieu. 

The clock (truck twelve, when Hie 
arofe to depart. Having embraced her 
faithful friend with tears of mingled 

grief 
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grief and anxiety, (he took a lamp in 
her hand> and with Cautious, fearful 
fteps defcended through the long wind- 
ing paffages to a private door, which 
opened into the church of the monas- 
tery. The church was gloomy and defo- 
late 5 and the feeble rays of the lamp lhe 
bore, gave only light enougli to dis- 
cover its chilling grandeur. As lhe 
paffed filently along the aides, ihe caft 
a look of anxious -examination around 
-—but Ferdinand was no where to be 
feen. She paufed in timid hefitarion, 
fearful to penetrate the gloomy obfeu- 
rity which lay before her, yet dreading 
to return. 

As lhe ftood examining the place, 
vainly looking for Ferdinand, yet fear- 
ing to call, left her voice fhouid betray 
her, a hollow groan arofe from a part 
of the church very near her. It chilled 
her heart, and lhe remained fixed to the 
fpoC. She turned her eyfcs a little to 
the left, and faw light appear through 
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the chinks of a fepulchre at fome dif- 
tance. The groan was repeated — a low 
murmuring fucceeded, and while fhe 
yet gazed, an old man iflued from the 
vault with a .lighted taper in his hand. 
Terror now fubdued her, and fhe ut- 
tered an involuntary fhriek. In the fuc- 
ceeding "moment, a noifc was heard in 
a remote part of the fabric j and Ferdi- 
nand ^rufhing forth from his conceal- 
ment, ran to her affiftance. The old 
man, who appeared to be a friar, and 
who had been doing penance at the mo- 
nument of a faint, now approached. 
His countenance exprefled a degree of 
furprize and terror almoft equal to 
that of Julia's, who knew him to be 
the confeflbr of Vincent. Ferdinand 
feized the father $ and laying his hand 
upon his fword, threatened him with 

death if he did not inftantly fwear to 
conceal for ever his knowledge of what 

he then faw, and alfo aflift them to 

efcape from the abbey* 
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cc Ungracious boy !" replied the fa- 
ther in a calm voice, " defift from this 
language, nor add to the follies of youth 
the crime of murdering, or terrifying 
a defencelcfs old man. Your violence 
would urge me to become your enemy, 
did not previous inclination tempt me 
to be your friend; I pity the diftreffes 
of the lady Julia, to whom I am no 
ftranger, and will cheerfully give her all 
the afliftance in my power." 

At thefe words Julia revived, and 
Ferdinand, reproved by the generofity 
of the father, and confeious of his own 
inferiority, fhrunk back. " I have no 
words to thank you," faid he, <e or to 
entreat your pardon for the impetuofity 
ofmycondu&j your knowledge of my 
fituation muft plead my excufe." « It 
does," replied the father,; c< but we 
have no time to lofe ;— follow me." 

They followed him through the church 
to the cloifters, at the extremity of whicli 
was a fmall door, which the friar un- 
locked. It opened upon the woods. 

Fa " This 



( 10 ° ) 

* 

m This path," faid he, « leads 
through an intricate part of the woods, 
to the rocks that rife on the right of the 
abbey ; in their receffes you may fecrete 
yourfelves till you are prepared for a 
longer journey. But extinguish your 
light ; it may betray you to the mar- 
quis's people, who are difperfed about 
this fpot. farewell ! my children, and 
God's bkffing be upon ye/' 

Julia's tears declared her gratitude $ 
Ihe had no time for words. They Step- 
ped into the path, and the father clofed 
the door. They were now liberated 
from the monaftery, but danger awaited 
thenar without, which it required all their 
caution to avoid. Ferdinand knew the 
path, which the friar had pointed our, 
to be the fame that led to the rocks 
where his horfes were ftationed, and he 
purfued it with quick and filent fteps. 
Julia, whofe fears confpired with the 
gloom of night to magnify and trans- 
form every objeft around her, ima- 
gined 
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gined at each ftep that fhe took, (he 
perceived the figures of men, and fan- 
% cied every whifper of the breeze the 
found of purfuit. 

They proceeded fwiftly, till Julia 
breathlefs and exhaufred could go no 
farther. They had not retted many 
minutes, when they heard a rattling 
among the bufhes at fome diftance, and 
foon after diftinguifhed a low found 
of voices. Ferdinand and Julia inftant- 
ly renewed their flight, and though*, 
they ftill heard voices advance upon the 
wind. This thought was foon confirm- 
ed, for the founds now gained fall upon 
them, and they diftinguifhed words 
which ferved only to heighten their ap~ 
prehenfions when they reached the ex- 
tremity of the woods. The moon, which 
was now up, fuddenly emerging from 
a dark cloud, difcovered to them feve- 
ral men in purfuit ; and alfo fhewed tp 
the purfuers the courfc of the fugitives. 
They endeavoured to gain the rocks 
where the horfes were concealed, and 
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which now appeared in view. Theft they 
reached when the purfuers had almoft 
overtaken them — but their horfes were 
gone ! Their only remaining chance of 
cfcape was to fly into the deep recefles 
of the rock. They, therefore, entered 
a winding cave from whence branched 
feveral fubterraneous avenues, at the ex- 
tremity of one of which they Hopped, 
The voices of men now vibrated in tre- 
mendous echoes through the various 
and fecret caverns of the place, and the 
found of footfteps feemed faft approach- 
ing. Julia trembled with terror, and 
Ferdinand drew his fword, determined 
to proteft her tb the laft. A confufed 
volley of voices now founded up that 
part of the cave where Ferdinand and 
Julia lay concealed. In a few moments 
the fteps of the purfuers fuddenly took 
a different dire&ion, and the founds 
funk gradually away, and were heard no 
moj*^ Ferdinand liftened attentively 
for a confiderable time, but the ftillnefs 

of 
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of the place remained undifturbed. ; It 
was now evident that the men had quit- 
ted the rock, and he ventured forth to 
the mouth of the cave. He furveyed 
the wilds around, as far as his eye could 
penetrate, and diftinguifhed no human 
being -, but in the paufes of the wind he 
Hill thought he heard a found of diftant 
voices. As he liftened . in anxious 
filense, his eye caught the appearance of 
a lhadow, which moved upon the ground 
near where he flood. He ftarted back 
♦within the cave, but in a few minutes 
again ventured forth. The fhadow re- 
mained ftationary ; but having watched 
it for fome time, Ferdinand faw it glide 
along till it difappeared behind a point 
of rock. He had now no doubt that 
the cave was watched, and that it was 
one of his late purfuers whofc fhade 
he had fcen. He returned, therefore, 
to Julia, and remained near art hour hid 
in the deepeft recefs of the rock ; when, 
no found having interrupted the pro- 

F 4 found 
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found (Hence of the place, he at length 
once more ventured to the mouth of the 
cave. Again he threw a fearful look 
around, but difcerncd no human form* 
The foft moon-beam flept upon the 
dewy landfcape, and the folemn ftillnefs 
of midnight wrapt the world. Fear 
heightened to the fugitives the fublimity 
of the hour. Ferdinand now led Julia 
forth, and they palled filently along the 
Shelving foot of the rocks. 

They continued their way without 
farther interruption* and among the 
clifft at fome diftance from the cave, 
difcovered to their inexprcflible joy, 
their horfes, who having broken their 
fattening*, had ftrayed thither, and had 
now laid themfelves down to reft. Fer- 
dinand and Julia immediately mounted ; 
and defcending to the plains, took the 
road that lead to a fmall fea-port at fome 
leagues diftance, whence they could 
embark for Italy. 

They travelled for fome hours through 

gloomy 



gloomy forefts of beech and chefnut > 
and their way was only faintly illuminated 
by the moon, which lhed a trembling 
luftre through the dark foliage,, and 
which was feen but at intervals, as the 
palling clouds yielded to the power of 
her rays. They reached at length the 
fkirts of the foreft- The grey dawi* 
now appeared, and the chill morning 
air bit ihrewdly.. It was with inex- 
preffible joy that Julia obferved the 
kindling atmofphere ; and fbon after the 
rays of the riling fun touching the tops 
of the mountains, whofe fides were yec 
involved in dark vapours*. 

Her fears diflipated with the dark* 
nefs. — -The fun- now appeared amid 
clouds of inconceivable fplendour; and 

unveiled a fcene which in other circum- 

• .t. ...... 

fiances Julia, would have contemplated 
with rapture. From the fide of. the'hil^ 
down which they were winding,, a vale 
appeared, from whence arofe . wild and 
k)% mountains,whofe fteeps werecloathqd 

E 5 with, 
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with hanging woods, except where 
here and there a precipice projected its 
bold and rugged front. Here, a few 
half withered trees hung from the cre- 
vices of the rock, and gave a pidturefque 

wildnefs to the objedt ; there, clufters of 

* 

half feen cottages, rifing from among 
tufted groves, embellifhed the green 
margin of a ftream which meandered in 
the bottom, and bore its waves to the 
blue and diftant main. 

The frelhnefs of morning breathed 
over the fcene, and vivified each colour 
of the landfcape. The bright dew-drops 
hufig trembling from the branches of 
the trees, which at intervals overfha- 
dowed the road \ and the fprighly noufic 
of the birds faluted the rifing day. Not- 
withftanding her anxiety, the fcene dif- 
fufed a foft complacency over the mind 
of Julian 

About noon they reached the port, 
where Ferdinand was fortunate enough 
to obtain a fmall vefifel i but the wind 

was 
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was i&favaurable, and it was paft mid- 
night before it was poflible for them to 
embark. 

When the dawn appeared, Julia re- 
turned to the deck ; and viewed with a 
Cgh of unaccountable regret, the re- 
ceding coaft of Sicily, But Ihe obferved 
with high admiration, the light gra- 
dually fpreading through the atmo- 
fpfaere, darting a feeble ray over the fur- 
face of the waters, which rolled in fo- 
lemn foundings upon the diftant (hores. 
Fiery beams now marked the clouds, 
and the eaft glowed with encreafing ra- 
diance, till the fun rofe at once above 
the waves, and illuminating them with 
a flood of fplendour, diffufed gaiety and 
gladnefs around. The bold concave of 
the heavens, uniting with the vaft ex- 
panfe of the ocean, formed a coup dceil, 
flriking and fublime. The magnifi- 
cence of the fcenery infpired Julia with 
delight; and her heart dilating with 
high enthuiiafm, Ihe forgot the forrows 
which had oppreffed her. 

F6 'Tte 



( 101 ) 

The breeze wafted the (hip gently along: 
for fome hours, when it gradually funk, 
into a calm. The glaffy furface of the 
waters was not curled, by the lighted air, 
and the vefiel floated heavily on the bo- 
fom of the deep, Sicily was yet in view, 
and the prefent delay agitated Julia with 
wild apprehenfioa. Towards die clofe 
of day a light breeze fprang up, but it 
blew from Italy, and a train of dark 
vapours emerged from the verge of the 
horizon, which gradually accumulating* 
the heavens became entirely overcafiL 
The evening ftut in fuddenly; the 
rifing wind, the heavy clouds that loaded 
the atmofphere, and the thunder which 
" murmured afar off, terrified Julia, ami 
threatened a violent ftorm. 

The tempeft came on,, and the cap- 
tain vainly founded for anchorage i it 
was deep fea, and. the vefTel drove fu- 
rioufly before the wind. The darkncfs 
was interrupted only at intervals, by the 
broad expanfe of vivid lightnings,. 

which* 
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which quivered upon the watery ancT 
diiclofing the horrible gafpings of the 
, graves, ferved to render the fucceed- 
ing darknefs more awful. The thun- 
der which burft in tremendous cralhes. 
above* the loud roar of the waves be- 
low, the noife of the failots, and the fud- 
den cracks and groanings of the veflel* 
confpired to heighten the tremendous, 
fbblimity of the fcenc. 

Far on the rocky (hore* the- forges foimcr, 
The lafliing whirlwinds cleave the vail profound ;, 
While high in air;, amid the rifing (term, 
Driving the blaft, fits Danger's black'ning form*. 

^ i 

Julia lay fainting with, terror and fick- 
nefs in the cabin* and Ferdinand though 
almoft hopelefs himfelf was cndeavouit- 
ing to fupport her, when a loud and 
dreadful crafh was heard from above*. 
It feemed as if the whole veflel had 
parted. The voices of die failors now 
xofe together, and all was confufion and 
uproar. Ferdinand ran up to the deck> 

and 
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and learned that part of the main maft, 
borne away by the wind, had fallen 
upon the deck, whence it had rolled 
overboard. 

It was now paft midnight, and the 
ftorm continued with unabated fury. 
For four hours the veflel had been driven 
before the blaft j and the captain now 
declaring it was impoflible ihe could 
weather the' tempeft much longer, or- 
dered the long boat to be in readinefs. 
His orders were fcarcely executed, when 
the (hip bulged upon a reef of rocks, 
and the impetuous waves rufhed into the 
veflel : — a general groan enfued. Fer- 
dinand flew to fave his After, whom he 
carried to the boat, which was nearly 
filled by the captain and moft of the 
crew. The fea ran fo high that it ap- 
peared impracticable to reach the fhore ; 
but the boat had not moved many 
yards, when the (hip went to pieces. 
The captain now perceived by the flafhes 
of lightning, a high rocky coaft at 
about thediftance of half a mile. The 

men 
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men ftruggled hard at the oars; but 
almoft as often as they gained the fum- 
mit of a wave, it dafhed them back 
again, and made their labour of little 
avail. 

After much difficulty and fatigue 
they reached the coaft, where a new dan- 
ger preiented itfelf. They beheld * 
wild rocky fliore, whofe cliffs appeared 
inacceflible, and which feemed to afford 
little poflibility of landing. A landing 
however was at laft effe&ed ; and the 
failors, after much fearch, dilcovered a 
kind of path- way cut in the rock, which 
they all afcended in fafety. 

The dawn now faintly glimmered, 
and they furveyed the coaft, but could 
difcover no human habitation. They ima- 
gined they were on the fhores of Sicily, 
but poffeffed no means of confirming 
this conjedture. Terror, ficknefs, and fa- 
tigue had fubdued the ftrength and Ipi- 
rits of Julia, and fhe was obliged to reft 

upon the rocks. 

The 
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The ftorm now fuddenly fubfidecf, 
and the total calm which fuccceded to 
the wild tumult of the winds and waves,, 
produced a linking and fublime efiefi^ 
The air was huflied in a deathlike ftiil- 
neft, but the waves* were yet violently 
agitatedj and by the encreafing lightj 
parts of the wreck were feen floating wide 
upon the face of the deep. Some failors 
who had miffed the boat were alfo dis- 
covered clinging to pieces of the vef- 
My and making towards the fhore. On 
obferving this, their fhipmates immedi- 
ately defcended ta die boat; and pira- 
ting off to k&> refcued them from their 
perilous fituatiorn When Julia was 
fomewhat re-animated, they proceeded 
up the country jn fearch of a dwelling. 

They had travelled near half a league* 
when the favage features of the coun- 
try began to foften, and gradually 
changed to the pifturefque beauty of 
Sicilian fcenery. They now difcovercd at 
fbme diftancc a villa, feated on a gen- 
tle* 
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tile eminence crowned with woods. It 
was the firft human habitation they had . 
feen fince they embarked for Italy j and 
Julia* who was almoft finking with far 
tigue, beheld it with delight *■• The cap- 
tain and his men haftened towards it to 
make known their diftrefs, while Ferdi- 
nand and Julia (lowly followed. They 
obferved the mcii enter the villa* one of 
whom quickly returned to acquaint 
them with the hofpitable reception his . 
comrades had received. 

Julia with difficulty pitched the edi- 
fice, at. the door of which fhe was met 
by a young cavalier, whofe pleafing 
and intelligent countenance immediately 
interefte* her in his favour. He wel- 
comed the ftrangers with a benevolent 
politenefs, that diffolved at once every 
uncomfortable feeling which their flota- 
tion had excited, and produced an in- 
stantaneous eafy confidence* Through 
a light and elegant hall, rifing into a 
dome, fupported by pillars of white 

marble* 



marble, and adorned with bufts ; he led 
them to a magnificent veftibule, which 
opened upon a lawn. Having feated 
them at a table fpread with refrefhments , 
he left them, and they furveyed with 
furprize, the beauty of the adjacent 
fcene. 

The lawn, which was on each fide 
bounded by hanging woods, dfefcended 
in gentle declivity to a fine lake, whofe 
fmooth furface refledted the furrounding 
fhades. Beyond appeared the diftant coun- 
try, rifing on|$e!eft mtb bold romantic 
mountains, and on the right, exhibiting 
a foft and glowing landfcape, whofe 
tranquil beauty formed aftrikingcon- 
traft to the wild.fublimity of ^(be oppo- 
fite craggy heights. The blue and dif- 
tant ocean terminated the view. 

In a (hort time the cavalier returned, 
conducing two ladies of a very engag- 
ing appearance, whom he prefented as 
his wife and filler. They welcomed 
Julia with graceful kindnefsj but fa- 
tigue 
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tigue foon obliged her to retire to reft, 
and a confequent indifpofition encreafed 
fo rapidly, as to render it impracticable 
for her to quit her prefent abode on that 
day. The captain and his men pro- 
ceeded on their way, leaving Ferdinand 
and Julia at the villa, where fhe ex- 
perienced every kind and tender affec- 
tion. 

The day which was to have devoted 
Julia to a cloifter, was ufhered in at 
the abbey with the ufual ceremonies- 
The church was ornamented, and all the 
inhabitants of the monaftery prepared to 
attend. The Padre Abate now exulted in 
the fuccefs of his fcheme, and anticipated 
in imagination, the rage and vexation 
of the marquis, when he fhould difcover 
that his daughter was loft to him for 
ever. 

The hour of celebration arrived, and 
he entered the church with a proud 
firm ftep, and with a countenance 
which depidtured his inward triumph ; 

he 
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he was proceeding to die high altar, 
when he was told that Julia was no 
where to be found, Aftonifhment for 
a while fufpended other emotions — he 
yet believed it impoflible that (he could 
have effected an efcape, and ordered 
every part of the abbey to be fearched— 
not forgetting the fecret caverns be- 
longing to the monaftery, which wound 
beneath the woods. When the fearch 
was over, and he became convinced fhe 
was fled $ the deep workings of his dis- 
appointed paffions fermented into rage 
which exceeded all bounds. He de- 
nounced the moft terrible judgments 
upon Julia $ and calling for Madame de 
Menon, charged her with having infulted 
her holy religion, in being acceflary 
to the flight of Julia. Madame endured 
thefe reproaches with calm dignity, 
and preferved a fteady filence * but fhe 
fecretly determined to leave the mpnaC- 
tery, and feek in another, the repofe 
which fhe could never hope to find in 

this. 

The 
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The report of Julia's difappearance 
fpread rapidly beyond the walls, and 
foon reached the ears of the marquis, 
who rejoiced in the circumftance, be- 
lieving that flie muft now inevitably 
fall into his hands* 

After his people, in obedience to hfe 
orders, had carefully fearched the fur- 
rounding woods and rocks, he with- 
drew them from the abbey 5 and having 
difperfed them various ways in fcarch 
of Julia, he returned to the caftle of 
Mazzini. Here new vexation awaited 
him, for he now firft learned that Ferdi- 
nand had efcaped from confinement. 

The myftery of Julia's flight was now 
diflblved 5 for it was evident by whefe 
means fhe had effe&ed it, and the mar- 
quis iflued orders to his people to fecure 
Ferdinand wherever he fhowFbe found. 
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CHAPTER XI1L 

HIPPOLITUS who had languifhed 
under a long and dangerous ill- 
nefs occafioned by his wounds, but 
heightened and prolonged by the dif- 
trefs of his mind, was detained in a fmall 
town on the coaft of Calabria, and was 
yet ignorant of the death of Cornelia. 
He fcaFcely doubted that Julia was now 
devoted to the duke, and this thought 
was at times poifon to his heart.' After 
his arrival in Calabria,\ immediately on 
the recovery of his fenfes, he difpatched 
a fervant back to the caftle of Maz- 
zini, to gain fecret intelligence of what 
had' pafled after his departure. The 
eagernefs with which we endeavour to 
cfcape from mifer)^ taught him to en- 
courage a remote and romantic hope, 
that Julia yet lived for him. Yet even 
this hope at length languifhed into de- 
fpair, as the time elapfed which ihould 

have 
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have brought his fervent from Sicily* 
Days and weeks pafled away in the ut- 
moft anxiety to Hippolitus, for ftill his 
^miflarydid not appear; andatlaft, con- 
cluding that he had been either feized 
by robbers, or; difcovered and detained 
by the marquis, the count fent off a 
fecond emiflary to the caftle of Maz- 
zinu By him he learned the ne#s of 
Julra's flight, and his heart dilated with 
joy } but.it was fuddenly checked, when 
he heard the marquis had difcovered 
her retreat in the abbey of St. Auguftin. 
The wounds which ftill detained him 
in confinement, now became intolerable. 
Julia might yet be loft to him for even 
But even his prefent ftate of fear and 
uncertainty was blifs compared with the 
anguifh of defpair, which his mind had 
long endured. 4 

As foon as he was fufficiendy recover- 
ed, he quitted Italy for Sicily, in the 
defign of vifiting the monaftery of St. 
Auguftin, where it was poflible Julia 

might 
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might yet remain. That he might pafs 
with the fecrecy neceflary to his plan* 
and efcape the attacks of the marquis* 
he left his fervants in Calabria and em- 
barked alone* 

It was morning when he landed at a 
fciall port of Sicily, and proceeded to- 
wards the abbey of St. Auguftin. As he 
travelled, his imagination revolved the 
fcenes of his early love, the diftrefs of 
Julia, and the fufferings of Ferdinand, 
and his heart melted at the retrofpedt. 
He confidered the probabilities of Julia's 
having found prote&ion from her fa- 
ther in the pity of the Padre Abate ; and 
even ventured to indulge himfelf in a 
flattering, fond anticipation of the mo- 
ment, when Julia fliould again be re- 
ftored to his fight. 

He arrived at the monaftery* and his 
grief may eafily be imagined, when he 
was informed of the death of his 'be- 
loved filter, and of the flight of Jtrfia. 
He quitted St. Auguftin's immediately, 

without 
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without even knowing that Madame de 
Menon was there, and fat out for a town 
at fome leagues diftance, where he de- 
figned to pafs the night. 

Abforbed in the melancholy reflec- 
tions which the late intelligence ex- 
cited, he gave the reins to his horfe, 
and journeyed on unmindful of his 
way. The evening was far advanced, 
when he difcovered that he had taken 
a wrong dire&ion, and that he was 
bewildered in a wild and folitary fcene. 
He had wandered too far from the 
road to hope to regain it, and he had 
befide no recolledtion of the objefts 
left behind him. A choice of errors, 
only, lay before him. The view on his 
right hahd exhibited high and favage 
mountains, covered with heath and- 
black fir ; and the wild defolation of 
their afpeft, together with the dange- 
rous appearance of the path that wound 
up their fides, and which was the only 
apparent track they afforded, deter- 
mined Hippolitus not to attempt their 

Vol, II, G afccnt. 
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afcent. On his left lay a foreft, to which 
the path he was then in led - 9 its appear- 
ance was gloomy, but he preferred it to 
the mountains ; and fince he was uncer- 
tain of its extent, there was a poflibility 
that he might pafs it, and reach a vil- 
lage before the night was fet in. At 
the worft, the foreft would afford him a 
fhelter from the winds j and however he 
might be bewildered in its labyrinths, he 
•could afcend a tree, and reft in fecurity 
till the return of light fhould afford him 
an opportunity of extricating himfelf. 
Among the mountains there was no pof- 
fibility of meeting with other fhelter, 
than what the habitation of man afford- 
ed, and fuch a fhelter there was little pro- 
bability of finding. Innumerable dan- 
gers alfo threatened him here, from which 
he would be fecure on level ground. 

Having determined which way to 
purfue, he pufhed his horfe into a gal- 
lops and entered the foreft as the laft 
rays of the fun trembled on the moun- 
tains* 
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tains. The thick foliage of the trees 
threw a gloom around, which was every 
moment deepened by the fhades of even- 
ing. The path was uninterrupted, and 
the count continued to follow it till all 
diftindtion was confounded in the veil 
of night. Total darknefs now made it 
impoffible for him to purfue his way. 
He difmounted, and fattening his horfe 
to a tree, climbed among the branches, 
purpofing to remain there till morning. 
He had not been long in this fituation, 
, when a confufed found of voices from a 
diftance roufed his attention. The 
found returned at intervals for fome 
time, but without feeming to approach. 
He defcended from the tree, that he 
might the better judge of the direftion 
whence it came j but before he reached 
the ground, the noife was ceafed, and 
all was profoundly filent. He conti- 
nued to liften, but the lilence remaining 
xindifturbed, he began to think he had 
-been deceived by the finging of the 

G 2 wind 
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wind among the leaves ; and was pre- 
paring to re-afcend, when he perceived a 
faint light glimmer through the foliage 
from afar. The fight revived a hope 
that he was near fome place of human 
habitation; he therefore unfaftened his 
horfe, and led him towards the lpot 
whence the ray iffued. The moon was 
now rifen, and threw a checkered gleam 
over his path fufficient to direft him. 

Before he had proceeded far the light 
difappeared. He continued however his 
way as nearly as he could guefs, towards 
the place whence it had iffued 5 and after 
much toil, found himfelf in a fpot where 
the trees firmed a circle round a kind of 
rude lawn. The moonlight difcovered 
to him an edifice which appeared to 
have been formerly a monaftery, but 
which now exhibited a pile of ruins, 
whofe grandeur, heightened by decay, 
touched the beholder with reverential 
awe. Hippolitus paufed to gaze upon 
the fcene j the facred ftillnefs of night 

encreafed 
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encreafei its effeft, and a fecrct dread 
he knew not wherefore, ftole upon his 
heart. 

The filcnce and the charadler of the 
place made him doubt .whether this was 
the fpot he had been feeking -, and as he 
flood hefitating whether to proceed or 
to return, he obferved a figure (landing 
under an arch-way of the ruin -, it car- 
ried a light in its hand, and pafling 
filently along,, difappeared in a remote 
part of the building. The courage of 
Hippolitus for a moment deferted him* 
An invincible curiofity, however, fub- 
dued his terror, and he determined to 
purfue, if poflible, the way the figure 
had taken. 

He paHed over loofe ftones through 
a fort of court, till he came- to the 
arch- way ; here he Hopped, for fear 
returned upon him. Refuming his 
courage, however, he went on, flill en- 
deavouring to follow the way the figure 
had paired, and fuddenly found himfelf 
in an enclofed part of the ruin, whofe ap- 
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pcarance was more wild and defolate than 
any he had yet feen. Seized with un- 
conquerable apprehenfion, he was re- 
tiring, when the low voice of a diftrefled 
perfon ftruck his ear. His heart funk 
at the found, his limbs trembled, and he 
was utterly unable to move. 

The found which appeared to be the 
laft groan of a dying perfon, was re- 
peated. Hippolitus made a ftrong ef- 
fort, and fprang forward, when a light 
bur ft upon him from a fhattered cafe- 
ment of the building, and at the fame 
inftant he heard the voices of men ! 

He advanced foftly to the window, 
and beheld in a fmall room, which was 
lefs decayed than the reft of the edifice, 
a group of men, who from the favage- 
nefs of their looks, and from their drefs, 
appeared to be banditti. They furround- 
ed a man who lay on the ground wound- 
ed, and bathed in blood, and who it 
was very evident had uttered the groans 

heard by the count. 

The 
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The obfcurity of the place prevented 
Hippolitus from diftinguifhing the fea- 
tues of the dying man. From the 
blood which covered him, and frorn the 
furround^ng circumftances, he appeared 
to be murdered ; arid the count had na 
doubt that the men he heheld were the 
murderers* The horror of the fcene 
entirely overcame him y he ftood rooted 
to the fpot, and faw the aflaflins rifle the 
pockets of the dying perfons, who in a 
voice fcareely articulate, but which def- 
pair feemed to aid, fupplicated for mer- 
cy^ The ruffians anfwered him only 
with execrations, and continued their 
plunder. His groans and his fuflferings 
ferved only to aggravate their cruelty. 
They were proceeding to take from him 
a miniature pidtere, which was faftened 
round his neck, and had been hitherto 
concealed in his bofora -, when by a fud- 
den effort he half .raifed himfelf from 
the ground, and attempted to fave it 
from their hands. The effort availed 
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him nothing ; a blow from one of the 
villains laid the unfortunate man on the. 
fioor without motion. The horrid bar- 
barity of the aft feized the mind of 
Hippolitus fo entirely, that forgetful of 
his own fituation, he groaned aloud, 
and darted with an inftantaneous defign 
of avenging the deed. The noife he 
made alarmed the banditti, who look- 
ing whence it came, difcovercd the 
count through the cafement. They 
inftantly quitted their prize, and rulhed 
towards the door of the room. He was 
now returned to a fenfe of his danger, 
and endeavoured to efcape to the exter 
rior part of the ruin ; but terror bewil- 
dered his fenfes, and he miftook his 
way. Inftead of regaining the arch- 
way, he perplexed himfelf with fruitlefs 
wanderings, and at length found him- 
felf only more deeply involved in the 
fecret recefles of the pi!e. 

The fteps of his purfuers gained faft 
upon him, and he continued to perplex 

himfelf 
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himfelf with vain efforts at efcape, till 
at length, quite exhaufted, he funk on 
the ground, and endeavoured to refign 
himfelf to his fate. He liftened with a 
kind of ftern defpair, and was furprized 
to find all filent. On looking round, 
he perceived by a ray of moon-light 
which dreamed through a part of the 
ruin from above, that he was in a fort 
of vault, which, from the fmall means 
he had of judging, he thought was ex- 
tenfive. 

In this fituation he remained for a 
confiderable time, ruminating on the 
means of efcape, yet fcarcely believing 
efcape was poflible. If he continued 
in the vault, he might continue there 
only to be butchered ; but by attempt- 
ing to refcue himfelf from the place he 
was now in, he muft rufh into the hands 
of the banditti. Judging it, therefore, 
the fafer way of the two to remain where 
he was, he endeavoured to await his fate 
with fortitude, when fuddenly the loud 
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voices of the murderers burft upon his 
ear, and he heard fteps advancing 
quickly towards the fpot where he lay. 

. Defpair inftantly renewed his vigour ; 
he ftarted from the ground, and throw- 
ing round him a look of eager defpera- 
tion, his eye caught the glimpfe of a 
fmall door, upon which the moon-beam 
now fell. He made towards it, and 
patted it juft as the light of a torch 
gleamed upon the walk of the vault. 

He groped his way along a winding 
paflage, and at length came to a flight 
of fteps. Notwithftanding the dark- 
nefs, he reached the bottom in fafety. 

He now for the firft time flopped to 
Hften — the founds of purfuit were 
ceafed, and all was filent \ Continuing to # 
wander on in effe&ual endeavours ta 
«fcape, his hands at length touched cold 
iron* and he quickly perceived it be^ 
longed to a door. The door,, however* 
was fattened, and refilled all his efforts 
to open it. He was giving up the at- 
tempt 



Ptmpt in defpair, when a loud fcrearrt: 
from within, followed by a dead and: 
heavy noife„ roufed all his attention- 
Silence enfued. He liftened for a con- 
fiderable time at the door, his imagina- 
tion filled with images of horror*, and! 
expe&ing to hear the found repeated*. 
He then fought for a decayed' part of the- 
door,, through which he might difcoven 
what was beyond;, but he could find- 
none ; and after waiting.fome time with- 
out hearing any farther noife, he was* 
quitting the fpot, when in pafling his. 
arm. over the door, it ftruck againft 
fbmething hard.. On examination he- 
perceived to his extreme furprize that: 
the key was ia the lock.. For a mo- 
ment he hefitated whatto do ; but curio*- 
fity overcame other confederations, and' 
with a trembling hand he turned the- 
key . The door opened into- a large and! 
defolate apartment, dimly lighted by a- 
lamp that flood on a table, which: 
was almoft the only furniture of the 
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place. The count had advanced feve- 
ral fteps before he perceived an objeft, 
which fixed all his attention. This was 
the figure of a young woman lying on 
the floor apparently dead. Her face 
was concealed in her robe ; and the long 
auburn trefles which fell in beautiful 
luxuriance over her bofom, ferved to 
veil a part of the glowing beauty which 
thediforder of her drefs would have re- 
vealed. 

Pity, furprize, and admiration ftrug- 
gled in the breaft of Hippolitus j and 
while he ftood furveying the objedt 
which excited thefe different emo- 
tions, he heard a ftep advancing to- 
wards the room. He flew to the door 
by which he had entered, and was for- 
tunate enough to reach it before the en- 
trance of the perfons whofe fteps he 
heard. Having turned the key, he 
flopped at the door to liften to their pro- 
ceedings. He diftinguifhed the voices 
of two men, and knew them to be 

tftofe 



thofe of the aflaffins. Prefcntly he 
heard a piercing fkriek, and at the fame 
inftant the voices of the ruffians grew 
loud and violent. One of them ex- 
claimed that the lady was dying, and 
accufed the other of having frightened 
her to death, fwearing with horrid im- 
precations that (he was his, and he would 
defend her to the laft drop of his blood. 
The difpute grew higher $ and neither 
of the ruffians would give up his claim 
to the unfortunate objedt of their alter- 
cation. 

The claflbing of fwords was foon after 
Tieard, together with a violent noife. 
The fcreams were repeated, and the 
oaths and execrations of the difputants 
redoubled. They feemed to move to* 
wards the door* behind which Hippolitus 
was concealed j fuddenly the door waa 
fhook with great force, a deep groan fol- 
lowed, and was inftantly fucceeded by a 
noife like that of a perfon whofe whole 
weight falls at once to the ground, 

For 
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For a moment all was filent. Hippoli- 
tus had no doubt that one of the ruffians 
had deftroyed the other, and was fooa 
confirmed in the belief — for the fur- 
vivor triumphed with brutal exultation 
over his fallen antagonift- The ruffian 
haftily quitted the room, and Hippolitus 
foon after heard the diftant voices of fe- 
veral perfons in loud difpute^ The 
founds feemed to come from a chamber 
over the place where he ftood ; he alio 
heard a trampling of feet from above; 
and could even diftinguifh, at intervals,, 
the words of the difputants. From thefe 
he gathered enough to learn that the 
affray which had juft happened, and the 
lady whcr had been the occafion of it* 
were # the fubje&s of difcourfe. The 
voices frequently rofe together, and 
confounded all diftinftion. 

At length the tumult began to fub* 
fide, and Hippolitus could diftinguifh 
what was faid. The ruffians agreed to 
give up the lady in queftion to him who 

had 
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had fought for her > and leaving him to 
his prize, they all went out in queft of 
farther prey. The fttuation of the un- 
fortunate lady excited, a mixture of pity 
and indignation in Hippolitus, which 
for fome time entirely occupied him* 
he revolved the means of extricating; 
her from fo deplorable a fituation, and 
in thefe thoughts almoft forgot his own 
danger. He now heard her fighs $ and 
while his heart melted to the founds* the 
farther door of the apartment was throwa 
open* and the wretch to whom fhe had- 
been allotted, rufhed iiu Her fcreams> 
now redoubled* but they were of no 
avail with the ruffian who had feized 
her in his arms * when the count, who- 
^yas unarmed, infenfible to every im* 
pulfe but that of a generous, pity, burlfe 
into the room, but became fixed like a 
ftatue when he beheld his Julia ftrugc- 
gling in the grafp of the ruffian. On 
difcovering Hippolitus, (he^made a Hid- 
den fpring, and liberated herfelf ; when r 
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running to him, fhe funk lifelefs in his 
arms. 

Surprize and fury fparkled in the eyes 
of the ruffian, and he turned with a fa- 
vage defperation upon the count ; who, 
relinquilhing Julia, fnatched up the 
fword of the dead ruffian, which lay 
upon the floor, and defended himfelf. 
The combat was furious, but Hippoli- 
tus laid his antagonift fenfelefs at his 
feet. He flew to Julia, who now re- 
vived, but who for fome time could 
fpeak only by her tears. The tranfi- 
tions of various and rapid fenfations* 
which her heart experienced, and the 
ftrangely mingled emotions of joy and 
terror that agitated Hippolitus, can only 
be underftood by experience. He raifed 
her from the floor, and endeavoured 
to foothe her to compofure, when fhe 
called wildly upon Ferdinand. At his 
name the count darted, and inftantly 
remembered the dying cavalier, whofe 
countenance the glooms had concealed 

from 
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from his view. His heart thrilled with 
fecret agony, yet he refolved to with- 
hold his terrible conje&ures from Julia, 
of whom he learned that Ferdinand, 
with herfelf, had been taken by banditti 
in the way from the villa which had 
offered them fo hofpitable a reception 
after, the fhip-wreck. They were on 
the road to a port whence they defigned 
again to embark for Italy, when this 
misfortune overtook them. Julia added 
that Ferdinand had been immediately 
feparated from her; and that, for fome 
hours, {he had been confined in the 
apartment where Hippolitus found her. 

The count with difficulty concealed 
his terrible apprehenfions for Ferdi- 
nand, and vainly ftrove to foften Julia's 
diftrefs. But there was no time to be 
loft — they had yet to find a way out 
of the edifice, and before they could 
accomplifh this, the banditti might re- 
turn. It was alfo poflible that fome of 
the party were left to watch this their 
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abode during the abfence of the reft-* 
and this was another circumftance of 
reafonable alarm* 

After fome little confideration, Hip- 
politus judged it moft prudent to feek 
an outlet through the paffage by which 
he entered $ he therefore took the lamp* 
and led Julia to the door. They entered 
the avenue, and locking the door 
after them, fought the flight of fteps^ 
down which the count had before 
pafled; but having purfued the wind- 
ings of the avenue a confiderable time 
without finding them, he became cer- 
tain he had miftaken the way* They* 
however, found another flight, which 
they defcended, and entered upon a pafc 
fage fo very narrow and low, as not ta 
admit of a perfoa walking upright* 
This paflage was clofed by a door* 
which on examination was found to be 
% chiefly of iron. Hippolitus was ftartled 
at the fight, but on applying his ftrengtb 
found it gradually yield, when the im- 
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prifoncd air rufhed out, and had nearly 
extinguifhed the light. They now en- 
tered upon a dark aby fs ; and the door 
which moved upon a fpring, fuddenly 
clofed upon thera. On looking round 
they beheld a large vault $ and it is not 
eafy to imagine their horror on dilcover- 
ing they were in a receptacle for the 
murdered bodies of the unfortunate peo- 
ple who had fallen into the hands of the 
banditti. 

The count could fcarcely fupport the 
fainting fpirits of Julia ; he ran to the 
door, which he endeavoured to open, but 
the lock was fo conftrudted that it could 
be moved only on the other fide, and 
all his efforts were ufelefs. He was, 
conftrained, therefore, to feek for ano- 
ther door, but could find none. Their 
fituation was the moft deplorable that 
can be imagined; for they were now 
inclofed in a vault ftrewn with the dead 
bodies of the murdered* and rauft there 
become the vidtims of famine/ or of the 
fword. The earth was in feveral places 
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thrown up, and marked the boundaria* 
of new made graves. The bodies which 
remained unburied were probably left 
either from hurry or negligence, and ex- 
hibited a fpe&acle too fhocking for 
humanity. The fufferings of Hippo- 
litus were increafed by thofe of Julia, 
who was finking with horror, and who 
he endeavoured to fupport to a part of 
the vault which fell into a recefs — where 
flood a bench. 

They had not been long in this fitua- 
tion, when they heard a noife which 
approached gradually, and which did 
not appear to come from the avenue 
they had pafled. 

The noife increafed, and they could 
diftinguilh voices. Hippditus believed 
the murderers were returned -, that they 
had traced his retreat, and were coming 
towards the vault by fome way un- 
known to him. He prepared for the 
word — and drawing his lword, refolved 
to defend Julia to the laft. Their ap- 
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prehenfion, however, was foon diflipated 
by a trampling of horfes, which found 
had occafioned his alarm, and which 
now feemed to come from a court -yard 
above, extremely near the vault. He 
diftin&ly heard the voices of the ban- 
ditti, together with the moans and fup- 
plications of fome perfon, whom it was 
evident they were about to plunder. 
The found appeared fo very near, that 
Hippolitus was both Ihocked and fur- 
prized; and looking round the vault, 
he perceived a fmall grated window 
placed very high in the wall, which he 
concluded overlooked the place where 
the robbers were aflembled. He recol- 
lected that his light might betray him; 
and horrible as was the alternative, he 
was compelled to extinguifh it. He 
now attempted to climb to the grate, 
through which he might obtain a view 
of what was palling without. This at 
length he effe&ed, for the ruggednefs of 
the wall afforded him a footing. He 
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beheld in a ruinous court, which was 
partially illuminated by the glare of 
torches, a group of banditti furrounding 
two perfons who were bound on horfe- 
back, and who were fupplicating for 
mercy. 

One of the robbers exclaiming with 
an oath that this was a golden night, 
bade his comrades difpatch, adding he 
would go to find Paulo and the lady. 

The effeft which the latter part of 
this fentence had upon the prifoners in 
the vault, may be more eafily imagined 
than defcribed* They were now in to- 
tal darknefs in this manfion of the mur- 
dered, without means of efcape, and in 
momentary axpeftation of fharing a fate 
fimilar to that of the wretched obje&s 
around them. Julia overcome with dif- 
trefs and terror, funk on the ground ; 
and Hippolitus, defcending from the 
grate, became infenfible of his own 
danger in his apprehenfion for her. 

In a ihort time all without was confu- 
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?£on and* uproar ; the ruffian who had 
left the court returned with the alarm 
that the lady was fled, and that Paulo 
was murdered. The robbers quitting 
their booty to go in fearch of the fugi- 
tive, and to dilcover the murderer^ 
dreadful vociferations refounded through 
<very recefs of the pile. 

The tumult had continued a confider- 
^able time, which the prifoncrs had 
pafled in a ftate of horrible fufpence, 
when they heard the uproar advancing 
towards the vault, and foon after a num- 
ber of voices Ihouted down the avenue* 
The found of fteps quickened. Hip- 
politus again drew his fword, and placed 
himfelf oppofite the entrance, where he 
had not flood long, when a violent 
pufh was made agatnft the door; it 
flew open, and a party of men rufhed 
into the vault. 

Hippolltus kept his pofition, proteft- 
ing he would xleftroy the firft who ap*- 
jproachedt At the found of his voice 

they 



( 144 ) 

they flopped ; but prefently advancing* 
commanded him in the king's name to 
fill-render. He now difcovered what 
his agitation had prevented him frcm 
obferving fooner, that the men before 
him were not banditti, but the officers 
of juftice. They had received informa- 
tion of this haunt of villainy from the' 
fon of a Sicilian nobleman, who had 
fallen into the hands of the banditti, 
and had afterwards efcaped from their 
power. 

The officers came attended by a 
guard, and were every way prepared to 
profecute a ftrenuous fearch through 
thefe horrible recefles. 

Hippolitus enquired for Ferdinand, 
and they all quitted the vault in fearch 
of him. In the court, to which they 
now afcended, the greater part of the 
banditti were fecured by a number of 
the guard. The count accufed the 
robbers of having fecreted his friend, 
whom he defcribed, and demanded to 
have liberated. 

With 
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"With one voice they denied the fa£t, 
and were refolute in perfifting that they 
knew nothing of the peribn defcribed* 
This denial confirmed Hippolitus in his 
former terrible furmife ; that the dying 
cavalier whom he had feen, was no 
other than Ferdinand, and he became 
furious. He bade the officers profecute 
their fearch, who, leaving a guard over 
the banditti they had fecured, followed 
him to the room where the late dread- 
ful fcene had been afted. 

The room was dark and empty $ but 
the traces of blood were vifible on the 
floor j and Julia, though ignorant of the 
particular apprehenfion of Hippolitus, 
almoft fwooned at the fight. On quit- 
ting the room, they wandered for fome 
time among the ruins, without difcover- 
ing any thing extraordinary, till, in paf- 
fing under the arch-way by which Hippo- 
litus had firft entered the building, their 
footfteps returned a deep found, which 
convinced them that the ground beneath 
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was hollo^r. On clofc examination, 
they perceived by the light of their 
torch, a trap door, which with fome 
difficulty they lifted, and difcovered be- 
neath a narrow flight of fteps. They all 
defcended into a low winding paffage, 
where they had not been long, when 
they heard a trampling of horfes above, 
and a loud and fudden uproar. 

The officers apprehending that the 
banditti had overcome the guard, rufh- 
ed back to the trap-door, which they 
had fcarcely lifted, when they heard a 
clafhing of fwords, and a confufion of 
unknown voices. Looking onward, 
they beheld through the arch, in an in- 
ner fort of court, a large party of ban- 
ditti who were juft arrived, refcuing 
their comrades, and contending furioufly 
with the guard. 

On obferving this, feveral of the 
officers fprang forward to the afliftance 
of their friends; and the reft, fubdued 
by cowardice, hurried down the fteps, 
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letting the trap door fall after them 
with a thundering noife. They gave 
notice to Hippolitus of what was palling 
above, who hurried Julia along the paf- 
fage in fearch of fome outlet or place of 
concealment. They could find neither ; 
and had not long purfued the windings 
of the way, when they heard the trap- 
door lifted, and the ftcps of perfons 
defcending. Defpair gave ftrength to 
Julia, and winged her flight. But they 
were now flopped by a door which 
clofed the paffage, and the found of 
diftant voices murmured along the walls. 
The door was fattened by ftrong iron 
bolts, which Hippolitus vainly endea- 
voured to draw. The voices drew near. 
After much labour and difficulty the bolts 
yielded — the door underfed— -and light 
dawned upon them through the mouth 
of a cave, into which they now entered. 
On quitting the cave they found them- 
felves in the foreft, and in a fhort time 
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reached the borders. They now ven- 
tured to ftop, and looking back pcr- 
teived no perfon in purfuit. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

WHEN Julia had refted, they fal- 
lowed the track before them, 
and in a fhort time arrived at a v lage 
where they obtained fecurity and re- 
frefliment. 

But Julia, whofe mind was occu- 
pied with dreadful anxiety for Fer- 
dinand, became indifferent to all around 
her. Even the prefence of Hippolitus, 
which but lately would have raifed her 
from mifery to joy, failed to foothe her 
diftrefs. The fteady and noble attach- 
ment of her brother had funk deep in 
her heart, and refledtion only aggra- 
vated her affii&ion. Yet the banditti 
had fteadily perfifted in affirming that he 
was not concealed in their. recefTes ; and 
this circumftance, which threw a deeper 
ih&de over the fears of Hippolitus, im- 
parted a glimmering of ho^e to the mind 
of Julia. . 
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A more immediate intereft at length 
, forced her mind from this forrowful 
fubjeft. It was necefiary to determine 
upon fome line bf conduct, for fhe was 
aow in an unknown fpot, and ignorant 
of any place of refuge. The count, who 
trembled at the dangers which envi- 
roned her, and at the probabilities he 
faw of her being torn from him for ever, 
fufFered a confiderarion of them to over- 
come the dangerous delicacy which at 
this mournful period required his filence. 
He entreated her to deftroy the pofli- 
bility of reparation, by confenting to 
become his immediately. He urged 
that a prieft conld be eafily procured 
from a neighbouring convent, who would 
confirm the bonds which had fo long 
united their hearts, and who would 
thus at once arreft the deftiny that fo 
long had threatened his hopes. 

This propofal, though fimilar to the 
one fhe had before accepted; and though 
the certain means of refcuing her from 

the 



( *5* ) 

the fate fhe dreaded, fhe now turned 
from in forrow and deje&ion* She 
loved Hippolitus with a fttady and ten- 
der affedtion, which was dill heightened 
by the gratitude he claimed as her de- 
liverer i but fhe confidered it apropha- 
nation of the memory of that brother 
who had fuffered fo much for her fake, 
to mingle joy with the grief which her 
uncertainty concerning him occafioned. 
She foftened her refufal with a tender 
grace, that quickly diflipated the jea- 
lous doubt arifing in the mind of Hip- 
politus, and encreafed his fond admira- 
tion of her character. 

She defired to retire for; a time to 
fome obfeure convent, there to await 
the iflue of the event, which at prefent 
involved her in perplexity and for*- 
row. 

Hippolitus ftruggled witfc his feelings, 
and forbore to prefs farther the fuit on 
which his happinefs, and almoft his 
exiftence, now depended. He enquired 
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•t the village for a neighbouring con- 
vent, and was told, that there was none 
within twelve -leagues," but that near 
the town of Palini* at about that dis- 
tance were two. He procured horfes ; 
and leaving the officers to return to Pa- 
lermo for a ftronger guard, he, accom- 
panied by Julia, entered on the road to 
Palini. 

Julia was fi!ent and thoughtful; Hip- 
politus gradually funk into the fame 
mood, and he often caft a cautious look 
around as they travelled for fome hours 
along the feet of the mountains. They 
flopped to dine under the lhade of 
fome beech trees; for, fearful of difco- 
very, Hippolitus had provided againft 
the neceffity of entering many inns. 
Having finifhed their repaft, they pur- 
fued their journey ; but Hippolitus now 
began to doubt whether he was in the 
right dire&ion. Being deftitute, how- 
ever, of the means of certainty upon 
this point, he followed the road before 
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him, which now wound up the fide of 
a fteep hill, whence they defcended into 
a rich valley, where the fhepherd's pipe 
founded fweetly from afar among the 
hills. The evening fun fhed a mild 
and mellow luftre over the landfcape, 
and foftened each feature with a vermil 
glow that would have infpired a mind 
Ids occupied than Julia's, with fenfa- 
tions of congeriial tranquillity. 

The evening nbw clofed < in ? and as 
they were doubtful of the read, and 
found it would be impoflible to reach 
Falini that night, they took the way to 
£ village, which they perceived at the 
extremity of the valley. 

They had proceeded about half a 
mile, when they heard a fudden fhout 
, 6f voices ecchoed from among the hills 
behind them; and looking back per- 
ceived faintly through the dufk a party 
of rtien on horfeback making towards 
them. As they drew nearer, the words 
they fpoke were diftinguifhable, -and 
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Julia heard her own name foundecL 
Shocked at this circumftance,. (he had 
now no doubt that fhe was difcovered 
by a party of her father's people, and 
flie fled with Hippolitus along the val- 
ley. The purfuers,. however^ were 
almoft come up with them,, when they 
reached the mouth of a cavern* into 
which fhe ran for concealment. Hip- 
politus drew his fword 5 and awaiting 
his enemies, flood to defend the en- 
trance. 

In a. few moments Julia heard the 
clafhing of fwords. Her heart trem- 
bled for Hippolitus ; and fhe was upon, 
the point of returning, to refign hcrfelf 
at once to the power of her enemies, 
and thus avert the danger that threatened 
him, when fhe diftinguifhed the loud, 
voice of the duke. 

She Ihrunk involuntarily at the found,, 
andpurfuing the windings of the ca^ 
vera, fled into its inmoft receffcs. Here 
ihe had not been long when the voices, 
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founded through the cave, and drew 
near. It was now evident that Hippo- 
litus was conquered, and that her ene- 
mies were in fearch of her. She threw 
round a look of unutterable anguifh, and 
perceived very near, by a Hidden gleam 
of torch-light, a lo* and deep recefs 
in the rock. The light which belonged 
to her purfuers> grew ftronger ; and fhe 
entered the rock on her knees, for the 
overhanging craggs would not fuffer her 
to pafs otherwifej. and having gone a. 
few yards,, perceived that it was termi- 
nated by a door. The door yielded to* 
her touch,, and lhe fuddenly found her- 
felf in a highly vaulted cavern-,, which. 
received a feeble light from the moon 
beams that ftreamed through an open- 
ing in the rock above, 

She clofea the door r and pauftd to* 
liften.. The voices grew louder, and 
more diftin6t, and at laft approached fo 
near, that fhe diftinguifhed what was> 
{aid.. Above the reft fhe heard the 
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voice of the duke. " It is impoffible 
fhe can have quitted the cavern/' (aid 
he, " and I will not leave it till I have 
found her. Seek to the left of that rock, 
while I examine beyond this point," 

Thefe words were fufficient for Julia; 
fhe fled from the door acrofs the cavern 
before her, and having ran a confiderable 
way, without coming to a termination, 
flopped to breathe. All was now ftill j 
and as fhe looked around, the gloomy 
obfeurity of the place ftruck upon her 
fancy all its horrors. She imperfe&ly 
furveyed the vaftnefs of the cavern in 
wild amazement, and feared that fhe had 
precipitated herfelf again into the power 
of banditti, for whom alone this place 
appeared a fit receptacle. Having lif- 
tened a long time without hearing a re- 
turn of voices, fhe thought to find the 
door by which fhe had entered, but the 
gloom, and vaft extent of the cavern, 
made the endeavour hopelefs, and the 
attempt unfuccefsful. Having wander- 
ed 
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cd a confidcrable time through the void, 
fhe gave up the effort, endeavoured to 
refign herfelf to her fate, and to compofc 
her diftra&ed thoughts. The remem- 
brance of her former wonderful efcape 
infpired her with confidence in the 
mercy of God. But Hippolitus and 

Ferdinand were now both loft to her 

loft, perhaps for ever — and the uncer- 
tainty of their fate gave force to fancy> 
and poignancy to forrow. 

Towards morning grief yielded to 
nature, and Julia funk to repofe. She 
was awakened by the- fun, whofe rays 
darting obliquely through the opening 
in the rock, threw a partial light acrofs 
the cavern. Her fenfes were yet bewil- 
dered by fleep, and fhe ftarted in af- 
fright on beholding her fituation ; as re- 
colle&ion gradually ftole upon her mind, 
her forrows returned* and Ihe fickened 
at the fatal retrofpeft. 

She arofe, and renewed her fearch for 
an outlet. The light, imperfed as it 

was, 
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was, now afiifted her, and fhe found a 
door, which fhe perceived was not the 
one by which fhe had entered. It was 
firmly fattened $ fhe difcovered, how- 
ever, the bolts and the lock that heldit^ 
and at length unclofed the door. It 
opened upon a dark paflage, which fhe* 
entered. 

She grojped along the winding walls 
for fome time, when fhe perceived the 
way was obftrudted. She now difcovered 
that another door interrupted her progrefs* 
and fought for the bolts which might 
fatten it* Thefe fhe found j and ftrength- 
ened by defperation forced them back- 
The door opened, and fhe beheld in a 
fmall room, which received its feeble 
light from a window above, the pale 
and emaciated figure of a woman, feated,. 
with half clofed eyes, in a kind of elbow 
chair. On perceiving Julia, fhe ftarted 
from her feat, and her countenance ex-. 
prefTed a wild furprize. Her features, 
which were worn by forrow, ftill re- 
tained 
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tauned the traces of beauty > and in her 
air was a mild dignity that excited m 
Julia an involuntary veneration. 

She feemed as if about to fpeak, whea 
fixing her eyes earneftly and fteadily 
upon Julia,, fhe flood for a moment in 
eager gaze* and fuddenly exclaiming* 
•* My daughter I" fainted away. 

The aftonifhment of Julia would, 
fcarcely fuffer her ta aflift the lady* who 
lay fenfelefs on the floor. A multitude, 
of ftrange imperfedfc ideas rulhed uporv 
her mind, and fhe was loft in per- 
plexity;, but as fhe examined the fea- 
tures of the ftranger; which were now 
re-kindling into life, fhe thought fhe, diC- 
covered the refemblance of Emilia L 

The lady breathing a deep figh, 4 un*- 
clofed her eyes* fhe raifed them to Jur- 
Iia, who hung ove^ her in fpeechkfs 
aftonifhment, and fixing them upon her 
with a tender earneft. exprefSon — they 
filled with tears. She prefled Julia to 
her hearty and a few moments of ex.- 

quifite> 
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quifite, unutterable emotion followed* 
When the lady becaem more compofed, 
"Thank heaven !" faid fhe, <# my 
prayer is granted. I am permitted to 
embrace one of my children before I die. 
Tell me what brought you hither. Has 
the marquis at laflr relented, and allowed 
me once more to behold you, or has his 
death diffolved my Wretched bondage ?" 
Truth now glimmered upon the mind 
bf Julia, but fo faintly, that inftead of 
enlightening, it ferved only to encreaft 
her perplexity. 
€t Is the marqtiis Mazzini living?" 
continued the lady. Thefe words were* 
not to be doubted; Julia threw herfelf 
at the feet of her mother, and embracing 
her knees in an ehergy of joy, anfwered 
only in fobs. 

The marchionefs eagerly enquired after 
her children, " Emilia is living," an- 
fwered Julia, " but my dear brother— '*'" 
*' Tell me," cried the marchionefs, 
frith quicknefs. An explanation enfued ; ' 

When 
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When fhe was informed concerning Fer- 
dinand, fhe fighed deeply, and raifing 
her eyes to heaven, endeavoured to af- 
fume a look of pious refignation ; but 
the ftruggle of maternal feeling was vi- 
fible in her countenance, and almoft over- 
came her powers of refiftance. 

Julia gave a (hort account of the pre- 
ceding adventures, and of her entrance 
into the cavern j and found to her inex- 
preffible furprize, that fhe was now in a 
fubterranean abode belonging to the 
fouthern buildings of the caftle of Maz- 
zini ! The marchionefs was beginning 
her narrative, when a door was heard to 
unlock above, and the found of a foot- 
ftep followed. 

" Fly I" cried the marchionefs, " fe- 
crete yourfelf if poflible, for the marquis 
is coming." Julia's heart funk at thefe 
words j fhe paufed not a moment, but 
retired through the door by which fhe 
had entered. This fhe had fcarcely 
done, when another door of th? cell 

was . 



[ i«a } 

was unlocked, and fhe heard the voice 
of her father. Its founds thrilled her 
with a univerfal tremour, the dread of 
difcovery fo ftrongly operated upon her 
mind, that fhe flood in momentary ex- 
pectation of feeing thfe door of the paf- 
fage unclofed by the marquis ; and flic 
yras deprived of all power of feeking re* 
fuge in the cavern. 

At length the marquis, who came 
with food, quitted the cell, and re- 
locked the door, when Julia ftole forth 
from her hiding place. The marchionefs 
again embraced, and wept over her 
daughter. The narrative of her fuffer- 
ings upon which fhe now entered, en- 
tirely diflipated the myftery which had 
fo long enveloped the fouthern buikU 
ings of the caftle." 

" Oh ! why," faid 'the marchionefs, 
Cf is it my tafk to difcover to my daugh- 
ter the vices of her father ? In relating 
my fufferings, I reveal his crimes ! »It is 
now about fifteen years, as near as I caa 

guefk 



( 1*5 ) 

gucfs from the (mail means I have of 
judging, fince I entered this horrible 
abode. My forrows, alas ! began not 
here j they commenced at an earlier pe- 
riod. But it is fufficient to obferve, that 
the paflion whence originated all my 
.misfortunes, was difcovered by me long 
before I experienced its moft baleful 
effeas." 

Seven years had elapfed fince my 
marriage, when the charms of Maria dc 
Vellorno, a young lady Angularly beau- 
tiful, infpired the marquis with a paflion 
as violent as it was irregular. I ob- 
ferved with deep and filent anguifh, the^ 
cruel indifference of my lord towards 
me, and the rapid p r ogrefs of his paf- 
fion for another. I feverely examined 
my paft conduit, which I am thankful 
to fay prefented a retrofpe£t of only 
blamelefs actions -, and I endeavoured by 
meek iubmifiion, and tender afliduities, 
to recall that affe&ion which was, alas ! 
gone for ever. My meek fubmiflion 

was 
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was confidered as the mark of a fervile 
and infenfibfc mind j and my tender 
afliduities, to which his heart no longer 
refponded, created only difguft, and ex* 
alted the proud fpirit it was meant to 
conciliate/' 

" The fecret grief which this change 
occafioned, confumed my fpirits, and 
preyed upon my conftitution, till at 
length a fevere illnefs threatened my 
life. I beheld the approach of death 
with a fteady eye, and even welcomed 
it as the pafsport to tranquillity ; but it 
was deftined that I Ihould linger through 
new fcenes of mifery*'* 

" One day, which it appears was the 
paroxyfm of my diforder, I funk into a 
ftate of total torpidity, in which I lay 
for feveral hours. It is impoffibie to 
defcribe my feelings, when, on recover- 
ing, I found myfef in this hideous 
abode. For fome time I doubted my 
fenfes, and afterwards believed that I 
had quitted this world for another ; but 

I was 



I was not long fuffered to continue in 
my error, the appearance of the mar- 
quis bringing me to to a perfed: fenfe of 
my fituation." 

" 1 nbw underftood that I had been 
conveyed by his direftion to this recefs 
of horror, where it was .his will I fhould 
remain. My prayers, my fupplications 
were ineffe&ual •, the hardnefs of his 
heart repelled my . forrows back upon 
myfelfj and as no entreaties could pre- 
vail upon, him to . inform me where I 
was, or of his reafon for placing me 
here, I remained for many years igno- 
rant of my vicinity to the caflle, and of 
the motive for my confinement." 

" From that fatal day, until very 
lately, I faw the marquis no more — but 
was attended by a perfon who had been 
for fome years dependant upon his 
bounty, and whom neceffity, united to 
an infenfible heart, had doubtlefs in- 
duced to accept this office. He gene- 
rally brought me a week's provifions, at 

ftated 
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ftated intervals, and I remarked that 
his vifits were always in the night.'* 

" Contrary to my expedition* or 
my wifh, nature did that for me which 
medicine had rcfufed, and I reeovered 
as if to punifh lyith difappointment and 
anxiety my cruel tyrant. I afterwards 
learned, that in obedience to the mar- 
quis's order, I had been carried to this fpot 
by Vincent during the night, and that 
I had been buried in effigy at a neigh- 
bouring church, with all the pomp of 
funeral honour due to my rank." 

At the name of Vincent Julia ftarted ; 
the doubtful words he had uttered on 
his death bed were now explained — the 
cloud of myftery which had fo long in- 
volved the fouthern . buildings broke at 
once away : and each particular circum- 
ftance that had excited her former ter- 
ror; arofe to her view entirely unveiled 
by the words of the rtiarchionefs. — The 
long and total defertion of this part of 
the fabric — the light that had appeared 

through 
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through the cafement — the figure fhe 
had fcen iflue from the tower — the niid- 
night noifes fhe had heard — were cir- 
cumftances evidently dependant on the 
imprifonment of the marchionefs; the 
latter of which incidents were produced 
either by Vincent, or the marquis, in 
their attendance upon her. 

When fhe confidered the long and 
dreadful fufferings of her mother, and 
that (he had for many years lived fo 
near her ignorant of her mifery, 4nd 
even of her exiftence — (he was loft in 
aftonifhment and pity/* 

" My days/' continued the mar- 
chionefs, " paffed in a dead uniformity, 
more dreadful than the moft acute viciffi- 
tudes of misfortune, and which would 
certainly have fubdued my reafen, had 
not thofc firm principles of religious 
faith, which I imbibed in' early youth, 
enabled me to withftand the ftill, but 
forceful preffure of my calamity." 
The infenfible heart of Vincent at 

length 
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length began to foften to my misfortune*. 
He brought me feveral articles of com- 
fort, of which I had hitherto been des- 
titute, and anfwered fome queftions I 
put to him concerning my family. To 
releafe me from my prefent fituation, 
however his inclination might befriend 
me, was not tobeexpe&ed, fince his life 
would have paid the forfeiture of what 
would be termed his duty/' 

u I now firft difcovered my vicinity 
to the caftle. I learned alfo, that the 
marquis had married Maria de Vellorno, 
with whom he had refided at Naples, but 
that my daughters were left at Mazzini, 
This laft intelligence awakened in my 
heart the throbs of warm maternal ten- 
dernefs, and on my knees I fupplicated 
to fee them. So earneftly I entreated, 
and fo folemnly I promifed to return 
quietly to my prifon, that at length, 
prudence yielded to pity, and Vincent 
confented to my requcft. 
u On the following day he came to 

the 
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tlic cell, and informed mfe my chil- 
dren were going into the woods» andt 
that I might fee them from a window 
near which they would pafs. My fterVes 
thrilled at thefe words, and I could 
lcarcdy fupport myfelf to the fpot I Co 
eagerly fought. He led me through 
long and intricate paffages> as I gueffed 
by the frequent turnings, for my eyes 
were bound, till I reached a hall of 
the fouth buildings. I followed to a 
room above, where the full light of 
day once more burft upon my fight, and 
almoft* overpowered me. Vincent placed 
me by a window, which looked towards 
the woods* Oh ! what moments of 
painfol impatience were thofe in whic'i 
I awaited your arrival V 9 

n At length you appeared. I ftw 
you — I faw my children — and was neU 
ther permitted to clafp them to my 
heart, or to fpeak to them ! You was 
leaning on the arm of your fitter, and 
your countenances fpoke the f^ rightly 
. Vol. II. I • ta^py 
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haj?py innocence of youth.— Alas ! you 
knew not the wretched fate of your mo- 
ther, who then gazeci ^ipon you ! Al- 
though you were at too great a diftance 
for my weak voice to reach you, with 
theutmdft difficulty I avoided throwing 
open the window, and endeavouring to 
difcover myfeif. The remembrance of 
my folemn promife, and that the life of 
Vincent would be facrificed by the a<5h 
alone retrained me. I {Implied for 
feme time with emotions too powerful 
for my nature, and fainted away." 

%i On recovering I called wildly for * 
my children, and went to the window— 
but you were gone! Not al the en- 
treaties of Vincent could for fome time 
remove me from this . ftation, where I 
waited in the fond expe&ation of feefng 
you again — but you appeared no more-! 
At lad I returned to my cell in an extafy 
of grief which I tremble even to re- 

men",bcr." 

" This interview, fo eagerly fought* 
' and (o rcluclantly^ granted, proved a 

fource 
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fpurce of riew mifery— inftead of 
calming, it agitated my mind with a 
reftlefe, wild defpair, which bore away 
my ftrongeft powers of refiftance. I 
raved inceflantly of my children, and 
inceffantly folicited to fee them again*-*- 
Vincent, however, had found but too 
much caufe to repent of his firfl: indul- 
gence, to grant me a fecond." 

" About this time a circumftance 
occurred which promifed me a fpeedy 
releafe from calamity. Above a week 
elapfed, and Vincent did not appear. 
My little ftock of provifion was exhauft- 
ed, and I had been two days- without 
food, when I again heard the doors that 
led to my prifon creek on their hinges. 
An unknown ftep approached, and in a 
few /ninutes the marquis entered my 
ceU ! My blood was chilled at the fight, 
and I clofed my fcyes as I hoped for the 
laft time. The found of his voice re- 
called me. His countenance was dark 
and fu;len,' and I perceived that he 

I i trerrv- 
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trembled. He informed me that Vincent 
was no more, and that henceforward his 
office he (hould take upon himfelf. 1 for- 
bore to reproach — where reproach would 
only have produced new fufferings, and 
with-held fupplication where it would 
hare exafperated confeience and in- 
flamed revenge. My knowledge of 
the marquis's fecond marriage I con- 
cealed-" 

*• He ufoally attended me when 
night might bed conceal his vifits ; 
though thefe were irregular in their re- 
turn. Laxly, from what motive I can- 
not guefs, he has ceafed his-no&urnai 
•vifits, and comes only in the day/* 

<c Once when midnight encreafed the 
darknefs of my prifon, and feemed to 
render filcnce even more awful, touched 
by the facred horrors of the hour* I 
poured forth my diftrefs in loud lamen T 
tation. Oh! never can I forget what I 
felt, when 1 heaid a diftant voice anfwer 
to my moan 1 A wild furprize, which 

was 
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was ftrangely mingled with hope, feized 
me, and in my firft emotion I fhould 
have anfwered the call, had not a recol- 
leftion crofted me, yhich deftroyed at 
once every half-raifed fenfation of joy* 
I remembered the dreadful vengeance 
which the marquis had fworn to execute 
upon me, if I ever, by any means, endea- 
voured to make known the place of my 
concealment; and though life had long 
been a burden to me, I dared not to in- 
cur the certainty cf being murdered. 
I alio well knew that no perfonwho 
might difcover my Gtuation could effedt 
my enlargement 3 for I had no relations 
to deliver me by force, and the marquis 
you know, has not only power to im- 
prifon, but alfo the right of life and 
death in his own domains. I, therefore, 
forbore to anfwer the call, though I 
could not entirely reprefe my lamenta- 
tion. I long perplexed myfelf with en- 
deavouring to account for this ftrange 
circumftance, and am to this moment 
ignorant 6f its caufe»" 

1 ^ \&a 
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Julia remembering that Ferdinand 
had been confined in a dungeon of the 
cattle,' it inftamly occurred to her that 
his prrfon, and that of the marchionefs, 
were not far diftantj and fhe fcrupled 
not to believe that it was his voice which 
icr mother had heard. She was right 
in this belief, and it was indeed the 
marchionefs whofe groans had formerly 
caufed Ferdinand fo much alarm, both 
in the marble hall of the fouth buildings, 
and in his dungeon. 

When Julia communicated her opi- 
nion, and the marchionefs believed that 
{he had heard the voice of her fon — hei* 
emotion was extreme, and it was fome 
time before fhe could refume her narra- 
tion. 

< c . A fhort time fince," continued the 
marchionefs, cc the marquis brought me 
■a fortnight's provifion, and told me that 
I fhould probably fee him no more tili 
•the expiration of that term. His ab- 
fence at this period you have explained 
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in your account of the tranfa&ions at 
the abbey of St. Auguftin. How can 
I ever fufficiently acknowledge the obli- 
gations I owe to my dear and invaluable 
friend Madame de Menon ! Oh 1 that it 
might be permitted me to tdtify my 
gratitude/* 

Julia attended to the narrative of her 
mother in filent aftomfhment, and , gave 
all the fympathy which forrow could 
demand. " Surely," cried flie, "the pro- 
vidence on whom you have fo firmly re- 
lied, and whofe infliftions you have fup* 
ported with a fortitude fo noble, has con- 
ducted me through ia labyrinth of mif- 
fortunes to this fbot, for the purpofe of 
delivering you ! Oh ! let us haften to fly 
this- horrid abode — let us feek to efcape 
through the cavern by which I entered." 

She paufed in earncft expe&atioft 
awaiting a reply. " Whither can I 
fly ?" faid the marchion£fs, deeply figh- 
ing. This queftion fpoken with the 
emphafis of defpair, afFefted Juiia to 
tears^ and fhe was for a while filent. 

1^ «*\N* 
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fThe marquis,** rcfumcd Julia* 
would not know where to feek you, or 
if he found you beyond his own domains, 
would fear to claim you. A convent 
may afford for the prefent a fefe afy lum ; 
and whatever ihall happen, furely no 
fate you may hereafter encounter can be 
more dreadful than the one you now 
experience." 

The marchiooefs affirmed to the truth 
of this* y ether broken fpirits, the effedfc 
of long fosrow and confinement made 
her hefitate how to aft ; and there was 
a kind of placid defpair in her look^ 
which too faithfully dcpi&ed her feel- 
ings. It was obvious to Julia that the 
cavern lhe had pafled wound beneath, 
the range of mountains on whole oppo- 
site fide flood the caftle of Mazzini. 
The hilk. thus riling formed a fcreen 
which muft entirely conceal their emer- 
gence from the mouth of the cave, and 
their flight, from thofe in die caftle* 
She reprefented thefe circuraftances to 

her 
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her mother, and urged them fo forcibly, 
that the lethargy of defpair yielded to 
hope, and the marchionefs committed 
herfelf to the conduct of her daughter.. 

" Oh ! let me lead you to light and 
life !" cried Julia with warm enthufiafm.* 
c * Surely heaven* can blcfs me with nq- 
greater good than by making me the 
deliverer of my mother." They botb* 
knelt down $ and the marchionefs with, 
that affedting eloquence which true piety 
infpires* and with that confidence 
which had fupported her through fa 
many miferies, committed herfelf to thd 
prote&ion of God,, and implored his. 
favour on their attempt. 

They arofe, but as they eonverledl 
farther on their plan, Julia recolle&edi 
that Ihe was deftitute of money — the 
banditti' having robbed her of all ! The 
fiidden fltock produced by this remem- 
brance almoft fubdued her fpirits;, 
never till thi$ moment had ihe under- 
ftood the value of money* But Ihe 

1$ com*y 
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commanded her feelings, and refolved 
to conceal this circumftance from the 
marchionefs, preferring the chance of. 
any evil they might encounter from 
without, to the certain mifery of this 
terrible imprifonment. 

Having taken what provifion the 
marquis had brought, they quitted the 
cell, and entered upon the dark paffage, 
along which they paffed with cautious 
fteps. Julia came firft to the door of 
tjie cavern, but who can paint her dif- 
trefs when fhe found it was fattened J 
All her efforts to open it were inetfe&uah 
—-The door which had clofed after her> 

• 

was held by a fpring lock, and could 
be opened on this fide only with a key* 
When fhe underftood this circumftance,. 
the marchionefs, with a placid rcfigna- 
tion which feemed to exalt her above 
humanity, addreffed herfelf again to 
heaven, and turned back to -her cell. 
Here Julia indulged without referve* 
and without fcruple, the .excefs of her 
grief. The marchio»eTs wept over her. 

"Not 
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* c Not for myfelf," faid Ihe, cc do I grieve,, 
—I' have too long been inured to mis- 
fortune to fink under its preffure. This, 
difappointment is intrinsically* perhaps,, 
little — for I had no certain reftigs 
from calamity — and had it even been 
otherwife, a few years only of fuffering 
would have been fpared me. It is for 
you, Julia, who fo much lament my 
fate y and who, in being thus delivered 
to the power of your father* are facri- 
freed to the duke de Luovoi— that my- 
h'eart fwells." 

Julia could make no reply, but by 
preffing to her lips the hand which 
•was held forth to her, lhe faw all the 
'wretchednefs of her fituation ; and her 
fearful uncertainty concerning Hippo- 
litus and Ferdinand, formed no inferior 
-part of her affliftion..^ 

" If," refumed the marchionefs r , 

^ you prefer imprifonment with your 

mother, to a marriage with the duke,, 

you may ftill fecrete yourfelf io thepaf- 

16 fagr 



(age we have j uft quitted, and partake of 
Che provifion which is brought me." 

"O 1 talk not, madam, of a marriage 
with the duke, faid Julia " ** finely 
any fate is preferable to that. But when 
I confider that in remaining here, I 
am condemned only to the fufieringa 
which my mother has fo long endured, 
and that this confinement will enable 

4 

me to fofien* by tender fympathy, the 
afperity of her misfortunes, I ought to 
fubmit to my prefent fituation with 
complacency, even did a marriage with 
the duke appear lefs hateful to me." 

"-Excellent girl!" exclaimed the 
marchionefs, clafping Julia to her bo- 
fom i cc the fufierings you lament are 
.almoft repaid by this proof of your good- 
nefs and affe<5tion !" Alas ! that I fhould 
have been fo long deprived of fuch* a 
daughter L 

Julia now endeavoured to imitate the 
fortitude of her mother, and tenderly 
concealed her anxiety for Ferdinand 
and Hjppolitus, the idea- of whom 

incck 
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mceflantly haunted her imagination* 
When the marquis brought food to 
the cell, fhe retired to the avenue lead- 
ing to the cavern, and efcaped dis- 
covery. 



CHAP, 



( I** ) 



CHAPTER XV. 

THE marquis,, meanwhile* whole 
indefatigable fearch after , Julia 
failed of fuccefs, was fuccefiively the 
flave of alternate pafiions, and he poured 
forth the fpleen of difappointment oik 
his unhappy domeftics. 

The marchionefs, who may now more 
properly be called Maria de Vellorno > 
inflamed, by artful infmuations, the pa£ 
fions already irritated, and heightened 
with cruel triumph his refentment to- 
wards Julia and Madame de Menon- 
She reprefented, what his feelings too 
acutely acknowledged,—- that by the ob- 
ftinate difobedience of the firft, and the 
machinations of the laft, a prieft had 
been enabled to arreft his authority as 
a father — to infult the facred honour 
of his nobility — and to overturn at once 
his proudeft fchemes of power and am- 
bition* She declared it her opinion, 

that 
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that the Abate ^as acquainted with the 
place of Julia's prefect retreat, and up- 
braided the marquis with v^ant of fpiric 
in thus fubmitting to bq outwitted by a 
prieft, and forbearing an appeal to the 
pope, whofe authority would compel the; 
Abate to reftore Julia, 
- This reproach flung the very foul of 
the marquis; he felt all its force, and 
was at the fame time confeious of his 
inability to obviate it. The effect of 
his. crimes pow fell in fevere puniihment; 
upon nis own head. The threatened 
fecret, which was no other than the im- 
urifonment of the marchionefs, arretted 1 
his arm of vengeance,, and compelled 
him to fubmit to infult and difappoint- 
ment. But the reproach of Maria funic 
deep in his mind \ it fomented his prid^ 
into redoubled fury> and he now repelled^ 
with difdain the idea of fubmiflion. 

He revolved the means which might 
$ffe6t his purpofe — he faw but one — this 
was the death of the mapebiooefs. 

The 



The commiffion of one crime often* 
requires the perpetration of another,. 
When once we enter on the labyrinth of 
vice, we can feldom return* but are led 
on through correfpondent mazes' to de~ 
ftru&ion. To obviate the e§fe& of his firft 
crime* it was now aeceffary the mar- 
quis flioutd commit a fecond, and con- 
ceal the imprisonment of the marchionef* 
by her murder. Himfelf the only liv- 
ing witnefe of her exiftence, when (he 
was removed, the allegations of the* 
Padre Abate would by this means be un- 
fupported by any proof, and he might 
then boldly appeal to the pope for the 
reftoration of his child.. 

He mufed upon this fcheme, and the* 
more he aecuftomed his mind to con- 
template it, the lefs fcrupulous he be- 
came. The crime from which he would' 
formerly have fhrunk, he now lurveyed 
with a fteady eye. The fury of his 
paflions, unaccuftomed to refiftance, 
uniting wi& the force of what ambition* 

. termed 
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termed neceflky— urged him. to the 
deed, and he determined upon the mur- 
der of his wife* The means of effedting 
his purpofe were eafy and various ; but 
as he was not yet fo entirely hardened 
as to be able to view her dying pangs, 
and ecnbrue his own hands in her blood, 
he chofe to difpatch her by means of 
poifon, which he refolYed to mingle in 
her food* 

But a new affii&ion was preparing: for 
the marquis, which attacked him where 
he was mod vulnerable* and the veil 
which had fo long overfhadowed his 
reafon was now to be removed. He was 
informed by Baptifta of the infidelity of 
Maria de Vellorno. In the firft emotion 
of pafiion, he fpurned the informer from 
his prefence, and difdained to believe 
the circumftance. A little refleftion 
changed the objeft of his refentment j 
he recalled the fervant* whofe faithful- 
nefs he had no reafon to diftruft, and 
condefcended to interrogate him on the 
fubjeft of his misfortune. 

He 
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He learned that an intimacy had for 
fome time fubfiited between Maria and 
the cavalier de Vincini; and that the 
afllgnation was ufually held at the pa- 
villion on the fea ihore> in an evening* 
Baptifta farther declared, that if the mar- 
quis defired a confirmation of his words> 
he might obtain it by vifiting this ipot 
at the hour mentioned* 

This information lighted up the wildeft 
pafllons of his nature ; his former fuf- 
ftrings faded away before the ftronger 
influence of the prefent misfortune, and 
it feemed as if he had never taftcd mi- 
fery till now* To fufpeft the wife upon 
whom he doated with romantic fondnefs, 
on whom he had centered all his firmeft 
hopes of happinefs, and for whofe fake 
he had committed the crime which em- 
bittered even his prefent moment, and 
which would involve him in ftill deeper 
guilt — to find her ungrateful to his love, 
and a traitorefs to his honour — produced 
a mifery more poignant than any hia 

imagjU 
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imagination had conceived. He was 
torn by contending paflions, and oppo- 
lite refolutions : — now he refolved to 
expiate her guilt with her blood — and 
now he melted in all the foftnefs oflove. 
Vengeance and. honour bade him ftrike 
to the heart which had betrayed him, 
and urged him inftantly to the deed- 
when the idea of her beauty — her win- 
ning fmiles — her fond endearments ftole 
upon his fancy, and fubdued his heart ; 
he almoft wept to' the idea of injuring 
her, and in fpight of appearances, pro** 
nounced her faithful. The fucceeding 
moment plunged him again in uncer- 
tainty ; his tortures acquired new vi- 
gour from ceffation, and again he ex- 
perienced all the phrenzy of defpair. 
He was now refolved to end his doubts 
by repairing to the pavillion $ but again 
his heart wavered in irrefolution how to 
proceed fhould his fears be confirmed. 
In the mean time he determined to 
watch the behaviour of Maria with fe-r 
vete vigilance. 

They 
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They met at dinner, and he obferved 
her clofely, but difcovered not the fmalleft 
impropriety in her conduit. Her fmiles 
and her beauty again wound their faf. 
cinations round his heart, and in the 
excefs of their influence he was almoft 
tempted to repair the injury which his 
late fufpicions had done her* by confef- 
fing them at her feet. The appearance 
of the cavalier de Vincini, however, re- 
newed his fufpicions * his heart throbbed 
wildly, and with reftlefs impatience he 
watched the return of evening, which 
would remove his fufpence. 

Night at length came. He repaired to 
the pavillion, and fecreted himfelf 
among the trees that embowered it. 
Many minutes had not pafled, when he 
heard a found of low whifpering voices 
ftcal from among the trees, and foot- 
fteps approaching down the alley. He 
flood almoft petrified with terrible fen- 
fations, and prefently heard fome per- 
sons enter the pavillion. The marqui* 
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now emerged from his hiding place 5 a 
faint light iflfued from the building. 
He ftole to the window, and beheld 
within, Maria and the cavalier dc Vin- 
cini. Fired at the fight, he drew his 
fword, and fprang forward. The found 
of his ftep alarmed the cavalier, who, 
on perceiving the marquis, rufhed by 
him from the pavillion, and difappeared 
among the woods. The marquis pur- 
fued, but could not overtake him; 
and he returned to the pavillion with 
2x1 intention of plunging his fword in 
the heart of Maria, when he difcovered 
her fenfelefs on the ground. Pity now 
fufpended his vengeance 1 he paufed in 
agonizing gaze upon her, and returned 
his fword into the fcabbard. 

She revived, but on obferving die 
marquis, fcreamed and relapied. He 
haftened to the caftle for affiftancc^ in- 
venting, to conceal his difgrace, fomc 
pretence fcr her fudden illnefs, and (he 
was conveyed to her chanber* 

Th« 
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The marquis was now not fuffered 
to doubt her infidelity, but the pailion 
which her condudt abufed, her faith- 
lefsnefs could not fubdue ; he (till 
doatcd with abfurd fondnefs, and even 
regretted that uncertainty could no 
longer fia:er bun with hope. It feemed 
as if his defire of her affe&ion en- 
creafed v. 1 h his knowledge of the lofs 
of it ; and the very circumftance which 
Ihould have roufed his averfion, by a 
ftrange ^crverfity of difpofkion, appeared 
to heigiitenhis paflion, and to make him 
think it impoffible he could exift with- 
out her. 

When the fii ft energy of his indigna- 
tion was fubfided, he determined, there- 
fore, to reprove and to punifh, but here- 
after to reftore her to favour. 

In this refolution he went to hei* apart- 
ment* and reprehended her falfehood in 
terms of juft indignation. 

Maria de Vellorno, in whotfi the late 
difcovery had roufed refentment, inftead 

' * of 
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*>f awakening penitence ; and exafpe- 
xated pride without exciting fhame, — • 
heard the upbraidings of the marquis 
with impatience, and replied to them 
-with acrimonious violence. 

She boldly afferte<d her innocence, and 
inftantly invented a ftory, the p-aufibi-* 
lity of which might have deceived a 
man who had evidence lefs certain than 
his* fenfes to contradidt it. She be- 
haved with a haughtinefs the moft in- 
folent ; and when Ihe perceived that the 
marquis was no longer to be milled, and 
that her violence failed to accomplifh 
its purpofe, fhe had recourfe to tears and 
fupplications. But the artifice was too 
glaring to fucceed ; and the marquis 
quitted her apartment in an agony of 
fcfentment. 

His former fafcinations, however, 
quickly returned, and again held him 
in fufpenfion between love and ven- 
geance. That the vehemence of his 
paflion however, might not want an 

objeft, 
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objeft, he ordered Baptifta to difcover 
the retreat of the cavalier de Vincini. 
on whom he meant to revenge his 
loft honour. Shame forbade him to em- 
ploy others in the fearch. 

This difcovery fufpended for a while 
the operations of the fatal fcheme, which 
had before employed the thoughts of 
the marquis ; but it had only fufpended 
—not deftroyed them. The late oc- 
currence had annihilated his domeftic 
happinefs; but his pride now rofe to 
refcue him from defpair, and he centered 
all his future hopes upon ambition. la 
a moment of cool refle&ion, he con- 
fidered .that he had ^erived neither hap- 
pinefs or content from the purfuit of 
diflipated pleafures, to which he had 
hitherto facrificed every oppofing con- 
fideration. He refolved, therefore, to 
abandon the gay fchemes of diffipatkm 
which -had formerly allured him, ~ and 
dedicate himfelf entirely to ambition, 
1q the purfuits and delights of which 

he 
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he hoped to bury all his cares. He 
therefore became more earned than 
ever for the marriage of Julia with the 
duke de Luovo, through whofe m ans 
he defigned to. involve himfelf in the 
interefts of the ftate, and determined to 
recover her at whatever confequence. 
Herefolved without further delay to ap- 
peal to the pope j but to do this with 
fafety, it was necefiary that the mar- 
chionefs Ihould die; and he returned 
therefore to the confideration and execu- 
tion of his diabolical purpofe. 

He mingled a poifonous drug with 
the food he defigned for her ; and when 
night arrived, carried it to the cell. 
As he unlocked the door, his hand 
trembled j and when he prefented the 
food, and looked confeioufly for the laft 
time upon the marchionefs, who re- 
ceived it with humble thankfulnefs, his 
heart almoft relented. His countenance, 
over which was diffuffed the palenefs of 
death, expreffed the fecret movements 

Vol. II. K of 
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of his foul, and he gazed upon her with 
eyes of ftiffened horror. Alarmed by 
his looks, ftie fell upon her knees to 
fupplicate his pity. 

Her attitude recalled his bewildered 
fenfes ; and endeavouring to aflume a 
tranquil afpedt, he bade her rife, and 
inftantly quitted the cell, fearful of the 
inftability of his purpofe. His mind 
was not yet fufficiently hardened by 
guilt to repel the arrows of confeience, 
"and his imagination refponded to her 
power. As he pafled through the long 
dreary paflages from the prifon, folemn 
and myftcrious founds feemed to fpeak 
in every murmur of the blaft which 
crepr along their windings, and he often 
ftarted and looked back. 

He reached his chamber, and having 
fhut the door, furveyed the room in 
fearful examination. Ideal forms flitted 
before his fancy, and for the firft time 
in his life he feared to be alone. Shame 
only with-held him from calling Bap- 

tifta 
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tifta. The gloom of the hour, and the 
•death-like filence that prevailed, aflifted 
the horrors of his imagination. He half 
repented of the deed, yet deemed it 
now too late to obviate it ; and he threw 
himfelf on his bed in terrible emotion. 
His head grew dizzy, and a fudden 
iaintnefs overcame him; he hefitated, 
and at length arofe to ring for afliftance, 
but found himfelf unable to ftand. 

In a few moments he was fomewhat 
revived, and rang his bell ; but before 
any perfon appeared, he was feized with 
terrible pains, and ftaggering to his bed t 
funk fenfelefs upon it. Here Baptifta, 
who was the firft perfon that entered 
his room, found him ftruggling, feem- 
ingly in the agonies of death. The 
whole caftle was immediatelv roufed. 
and the confufion may be more eafily 
imagined than defcribed. Emilia, amid 
the general alarm, came to her father's 
room, J^t the fight of him overcame 
her, and (he was carried from hi* 

K 2 Y^~ 



( '<* ) 

prefence. By the help of proper appli- 
cations the marquis recovered his fenfes, 
and his pains had a fliort ceflation. 

" I am dying," faid he, in a faulter- 
ing accent * " fend initantiy for the 
marchionefs and my fon." 

Ferdinand in efcaping from the hands 
of tfy: banditti, it was now feen had fal- 
len into the power of his father. He 
had been fince confined in an apartment 
of the caftle, and was now liberated to 
.obey the fummons. The countenance 
of the marquis exhibited a ghaftly 
image ; Ferdinand, when he drew near 
the bed, fuddenly fhrunk back, over^- 
come with horror. The marquis now 
beckoned his attendants to quit the 
room, and they were pieparing to obey, 
when a violent noife was heard from 
without ; almoft in the fame iriftant the 
door of the apartment was thrown open* 
and the fervant who had been fent for 
the marchionefs, rufhed in. His look 
alone declared the horror of his mind, 

for 
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for words he had none to utter. He 
ftared wildly, and pointed to the gallery 
he had quitted. Ferdinand, feized 
with new terror, rulhed the way he 
pointed to the apartment of the mar- 
chionefs. A fpeftacle of horror pre- 
iented itfelf. Maria lay on a couch 
lifelefs, and bathed in blood. A poig- 
nard, ths inftrument of her deftru&ion, 
was on the floor j and it appeared from 
a letter which was found on the couch 
befide her, that {he had died by her 
own hand, The paper contained thefe 
words : 

To the Marquis de Mazzini. 

<c YOUR words have ftabbed my 
i( heart. No power on eart'h could re- 
cc (tore the peace you have deftroyed. 
cc I will efcape from my torture. When 
" you read this, I fhall be no more. 
« But the triumph fhall no longer be 

K3 your's— • 
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your's— the draught you have drank 
u was given by the hand of the in- 
€C jured 

" Maria de Mazzini." 
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It now appeared that the marquis 
was noifoned by the vengeance of the 
woman for whom he had refigned his 
conference. The confirmation and dif- 
•trefs of Ferdinand cannot eafily be con- 
ceived : he haftened back to his father's 
chamber, but determined to conceal 
the dreadful cataftrophe of Maria de 
Vellorno. This precaution, however, 
was ufelefs ; for the fervants, in the con- 
fternation of terror, had revealed it, and 
the marquis had fainted. 

Returning pains recalled his fenfes, 
and the agonies he fuffered were too 
fhocking for the beholders. Medical 
endeavours were applied, but the poi- 
fon was too powerful for antidote. The 
marquis's pains at length fubfided ; the 
poifon had exhaufted moft of its rage, 

and 
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and he became tolerably eafy. Re. 
waved his hand for the attendants to 
leave the room ; and beckoning to Fer- 
dinand, whofe fenfes were almoft ftun- 
ned by this accumulation of horror, bade 
him fit down befide him. " The hand 
of death is now upon me," faid he * 
<c I would employ thefe laft moments 
in revealing a deed, which is more dread- 
ful to me than all the bodily agonies I fuf- 
fer. It will be fome relief to me to dif- 
coyer it." Ferdinand grafped the hand of 
the marquis in fpeechlefs terror. " The. 
retribution of heaven is upon me," re- 
fumed the marquis. " My punifhment 
is the immediate confequence of my 
guilt. Heaven has made that woman 
the inftrument of its juftice, whom I 
made the inftrument of my crimes $ 
that woman, for whofe fake I forgot con- 
fcience,, and braved vice — for whom I 
imprifoned an innocent wife, and after- 
wards murdered her." 

At thefe words eveiy nerve of Ferdi- 
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nand thrilled -, he let go the marquis's 
hand, and darted back, fC Look not 
fo fiercely on me," faid the marquis, irt 
a hoHow voice -, " your eyes ftrike death 
to my foul ; my conference needs not 
this additional pang:" <c My mother !" 
exclaimed Ferdinand — tf my mother ! 
Speak, tell me" — " I have no breath," 
faid the marquis. " Oh ! — Take thefe 
keys — the fouth tower — the trap-door* 
— " Tis poffible— Oh !— " 

The marquis made a fudden Ipring 
upwards, and fell lifelefs on the bed. 
The attendants were called in, but he 
was gone for ever. His laft words ftruck 
with the force of lightning upon the 
mind of Ferdinand -, they feemed to fay, 
that his mother might yet exift. He 
took the keys, and ordering fome of the 
fervants to follow, haftened to the fouth- 
ern building -, he proceeded to the 
tower, and the trap-door beneath the 
ftair-cafe was lifted. They all defend- 
ed into a dark paffage, which eondu&ed 

them 



( 201 y 

them through fcveral intricacies to 
the door of the cell. Ferdinand, in 
trembling horrible expectation, applied 
the key ; the door opened, and he enter- 
ed ; but what was his furprize when he 
found no perfon in the cell ! He con- 
cluded that he had miftaken the place, 
and quitted it for further fearch ; but, 
having followed the windings of the 
paflage, by which he entered, without 
difcovering any other door, he returned 
to a more exalt examination of the 
cell. He now obferved the door which 
led to the cavern, and he entered upor* 
the avenue, but no perfon was found 
there, . and no voice anfwered to his call* 
Having reached the. door of the cavern, 
which was fattened, he returned loft in 
grief, and meditating upon the laft 
words of the marquis. He now thought 
that he had miftaken their import, and 
that the words cc tis poflible," were 
not meant to apply to the life of the 
marchionefs, He concluded, that the 
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murder had been committed at a diftant 
period $ and he refolved, therefore,' to 
have the ground of the cell dug up, 
and the remains of his mother fought 

for. 

When the firft violence of the emo- 
tions excited by the late fcenes was fub- 
fided, he enquired concerning Maria 
de Vellorno. 

It appeared that on the day preceding 
this horrid tranfa&ion, the marquis had 
pafled fome hours in her apartment; 
that they were heard in loud difpute 5 
—that the paflion of the marquis grew 
high 3 — that he upbraided her with her 
paft cpnduft, and threatened her with 
a formal feparation. When the mar- 
quis quitted her, (he was heard walking 
quick through the room, in a paflion of 
tears -, fhe often fuddenly flopped in ve- 
hement but incoherent exclamation j 
and at laft threw herfelf on the floor* 
and was for fome time entirely ftUl. 
Here her woman found her, upon whofe 
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entrance fhe arofe haftily, and reproved 
her for appearing uncalled. After thtt 
flie remained filent and fullen. 

She defcended to fupper, where the 
marquis met her alone at table. Little 
was faid during the repaft, at the con-, 
clufion of which the fervants were di£- 
miffed -, and it was believed that during 
the interval between fupper, and the 
hour of repvfe, Maria de Vellorno con- 
trived to mingle poifon with the wine of 
the marquis* How fhe had procured 
this poifon was never difcovered* 

She retired early to her chamber j 
and her woman obferving that fhe ap^ 
peared much agitated, enquired if fhe 
was ill ? To this fhe returned a fhort 
anfwer in the negative, and her woman 
was foon afterwards diftnifled. But fhe 
had hardly fhut the door of the room,- 
when fhe heard her lady's voice recall- 
[ ing her* She returned, and received 
fome trifling order, and obferved tha£ 
Mark looked uncommonly pale -, there 
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was befides, a wildnefs in her eyes which 
frightened her, but fhe did not dare to 
afk any queftions. She again quitted 
the room, and had only reached the 
extremity of the gallery, when her mif- 
trefs's bell rang. She haftened back, 
Maria enquired if the marquis was gone 
to bed, and if all was quiet ? Being an- 
fwered in the affirmative, fhe replied 
" This is a ftill hour, and a dark 
one ! Good night!" 

Her woman having once more left 
the room, flopped at the door to liften * 
but all within remaining filent, fhe re* 
tired to reft. 

It is probable that Maria perpetrated 
the fatal aft foon after the difmiffion of 
her woman s for when fhe was found 
two hours afterwards, fhe appeared to 
have been dead fome time. On exa- 
mination a wound was difcovered on 
her left fide, which had doubtlcfs pene* 
trated to the heart, from the fuddenef* 
of her death, and from the effufion ojf 
blood which had followed. 

The 
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Thcfc terrible events fo deeply affe&ed 
Emilia, that fhe was confined to her 
bed by a dangerous illnefs. Ferdinand 
ftruggled againft the {hock with manly 
fortitude. But amid all the tumult of 
the prefent fcenes, his uncertainty con- 
cerning Julia, whom he had left in the 
hands of banditti, and whom he had 
been with-held from feeking or refcu- 
ing, formed perhaps the moft affedting 
part of his diftrefs. 

The late marquis de Mazzini, and 
Maria de Vellorno, were interred with 
the honour due to their rank in the 
church of the convent of St. Nicolo. 
Their lives exhibited a boundJefs indul- 
gence of violent and luxurious paffions, 
and their deaths marked the confe- 
quences of fuch indulgence, and held 
forth to mankind a fmgular inftance of 
divine vengeance. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

IN turning up the ground of the cell, 
it was difcovered that it communi- 
cated with the djungeon in which Fer- 
dinand had been confined, and where 
he had heard thofe groans which occa- 
fioned him fo much terror* 

The ftory which the marquis for- 
merly related to his fon concerning the 
fouthern buildings, it was now evident 
was fabricated for the purpofe of con- 
cealing the imprifonment of the mar- 
chionefs. In the choice of his fubjedt, 
he certainly difcovered fome art -, for 
the circumftance related was calculated> 
by imprefling terror, to prevent farther 
enquiry into the receffes of thefe build- 
ings. It ferved alfo to explain by fu- 
per-natural evidence the caufe of thofe 
founds, and of that appearance which 
had been there obferved, but which 
were in reality occafioned only by the 
marquis. 

The 
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The event of the examination in the 
cell threw Ferdinand into new per- 
plexity. The marquis had confefled that 
he poifoned his wife — yet her remains 
were not to be found -, and the place 
which he fignified to be that of her con- 
finement, bore no veftige of her having 
been there. There appeared no way 
by which flie could have efcaped from 
her prifon; for both the door which 
opened upon the cell, and that which 
terminated the avenue beyond, were 
fattened when tried by Ferdinand. 

But the young marquis had no timer 
for ufelefs fpeculation — ferious duties 
called upon him. He believed that Ju- 
lia was ftill in the power of banditti 5 
and on the conclufion of his father's fu- 
neral, he fet forward himfelf to Palermo 
to give information of the abode of the 
robbers, and to repair with the officers 
of juftice, accompanied by a party of 
his own people, to the refcue of his 
filler. On his arrival at Palermo he 

was 
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was informed that a banditti, whole re- 
treat had been among the ruins of a mo- 
naftery, fituated in the foreft of Maren- 
tino, was already difcovered ; that their 
abode had been fearched, and them- 
felves fecured for examples of public 
juftice— but that no captive lady had 
been found amongft them. This lat- 
ter intelligence excited in Ferdinand a 
very ferious diftrefs, and he was wholly 
tinable to conjefture her fate. He ob- 
tained leave, however, to interrogate 
thofe of the robbers, who were impri- 
foned at Palermo, but could draw from 
them no fatisfa&ory or certain inform- 
ation. 

At length he quitted Palermo for the 
foreft of Marentino> thinking it poflible 
that Julia might be heard of in its neigh- 
bourhood. He travelled on in melan- 
choly and dejeftion, and evening over- 
took him long before he reached the 
place of his deftination. The night 
. came on heavily in clouds, and a vio- 
lent 



\ 
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lent ftorm of wind and rain arofe. The 
road lay through a wild and rocky coun- 
try, and Ferdinand could obtain no 
ftielter. His attendants offered him their 
cloaks, but he refuled to expofe a fer- 
vant to the hardlhip he would not him- 
felf endure. He travelled for fome miles 
in a heavy rain j and the wind, which 
howled mournfully among the rocks, 
and whofe folemn paufes were filled by 
the diftant roarings of the fea, height- 
ened the defolat^on of the fcene. A? 
length he difcerned amid the darknefs 
from a far, a red light waving in the 
wind : it varied with the blaft, but ne- 
ver totally difappeared. He pulhed his 
horfe into a gallop, and made towards 
it. 

The flame continued to direft his 
courfe; and on a nearer approach, he 
perceived, oy the red reflection of its 
fires, dreaming a long radiance upon 
the waters beneath — a light-houfe fitu-. 
ated upon a point of rock which over- 
hung 
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hung the fea. He knocked for admit- 
tance, and the door was opened by aa 
old man, who bade him welcome. 

Within appeared a cheerful blazing 
lire, round which were feated feveral 
perfons, who feemed like himfelf to 
have fought fhelter from the tempeft of 
the night. The fight of the fire cheered 
him, and he advanced towards it, when 
a fudden fcream feized his attention; 
the company rofe up in confufion, and 
in the fame inftant he difcovered Julia 
and Hippolitus. The joy of that mo- 
ment is not to be defcribed, but his at- 
tention was quickly called off from hts 
own fituation to that of a lady, who 
during the general tranfport had fainted. 
His fenfations pn learning ftie was his 
mother can only be conceived. 

She revived. " My fon I" faid fhe> 
in a languid voice, as Ihe prefled him 
to her heart. <c Great God, I am re- 
compenfed ! Surely this moment may 
repay a life of mifery 1" He could only 

receive 
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receive her careffes in filence ; but the 
fudden tears which ftarted in his eyes, 
fpoke a language too expreffive to be 
mifunderftood. 

When the firft emotion of the fcene 
was pafled, Julia enquired by what 
means Ferdinand had come to this fpot. 
He anfwered her generally, and avoided 
for the prefent entering upon the affeft- 
ing fubje£t . of the late events at the 
caftle of Mazzini. Julia related the 
hiftory of her adventures finee fhe parted 
with her brother. In her narration, it 
appeared that Hippolitus, who was 
taken by the duke de Luovo, at the 
mouth of the cave, had afterwards ef- 
caped, and returned to the cavern in 
fearch of Julia. The low recefs in the 
rock, through which Julia had pafled, 
he perceived by the light of his flam- 
beau. He penetrated to the cavern be- 
yond, and from thence to the prifon of 
the marchionefs. No colour of lan- 
guage can paint the fcene which follow^ 
edj it is fufficient to fay that the whole 

\>attj{ 
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party agreed to quit the "cell at the re- 
turn of night. But this being a night 
on which it was known the marquis 
would vifit the prifon, they agreed to 
defer their departure till after his ap- 
pearance, and thus elude the danger to 
be expe&ed from an early difcovery of 
the efcape of the marchionels. 

At the found of footfteps above. Hip- 
politus and Julia had fecreted themfelves 
in the avenue $ and immediately on the 
marquis's departure they all repaired to 
the cavern, leaving in the hurry of 
their flight untouched the poifonous 
food he had brought. Having ef- 
caped from thence they proceeded to 
a neighbouring village, where horfes 
were procured to carry them toward* 
Palermo, Here after a tedious jour- 
ney they arrived, in the defign of em- 
barking for Italy. Contrary winds, had 
detained them till the day on which 
Ferdinand lefc that city, when apprehen- 
five and weary of delay, they hired a 
ihiall veflel, and determined to brave 

the 
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the winds. They had foon rcafon to 
repent their temericy ; for the veffel had 
iiot been long at fea when the ftorm 
arofc, which threw them back upo \ the 
lhores of Siciy, and brought them to 
the light- houfe, where they were dis- 
covered by Ferdinand. 

Oiv the following morning Ferdinand 
returned with his friends to Palermo, 
where he firft difclofed the late fatal 
events of the caftle. They now fettled 
their future plans ; and Ferdinand bat- 
tened to the caftle of Mazzini to fetch 
Emilia* and to give orders for ihe re- 
moval of his houfehold to his palace at 
Naples, where he defigned to fix his fu- 
ture refidence. The diilrefs of Emilia, 
whom he found recovered from her in- 
difpofition, yielded to joy and wonder, 
when fhe heard of the exiftence of t her 
mother, and the fafety of her ffter. 
She departed with Ferdinand for Paler- 
mo, where her friends awaited her, and 
where the joy of the meeting was con^. 
flderably Jicightened by ihe a ^e: : ance 

of 
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of Madame de Menon, for whom the 
jinarchionefs had difpatched a meffenger 
to St. Auguftin's. Madame had quitted 
the abbey for another convent, to which 
however the meffenger was dire&ecL 
This happy party now embarked for 
Naples, t 

From this period the caftle of Maz- 
fcini, which had been the theatre of a 
dreadful cataftrophe ; and whofe fcenes 
would have revived in the minds of the 
chief perfonages conhe&ed with it, 
painful and (hocking recolledtions — was 
abandoned. 

On their arrival at Naples, Ferdi- 
nand prefented to the king a clear and 
fatisfa&ory account of the late events at 
the caftle, in confequence of which the 
marchionfffs was confirmed in her rank, 
and Ferdinand was received as the fixth 
raarqtiis de Mazzini. 

The marchionefs, thus reftored to 
' the world, and to happinefs, refided 
with her children in the palace at Nap- 
pies, where, after time had fomewhat 

mel- 
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mellowed the remembrance of the late 
calamity, the nuptials of Hippolitus and 
Julia were celebrated. The recollec- 
tion of the difficulties they had encoun- 
tered, and of the diftrefs they had en* 
dured for each other, now ferved only 
to heighten by contraft the happinefs of 
the prefent period. 

Ferdinand foon after accepted a com- 
mand in the Neapolitan army; and 
amidft the many heroes of that warlike 
and turbulent age, diftinguifhed him- 
feif for his valour and ability. The 
occupations of war engaged his mind, 
while his heart was felicitous in pro- 
moting the happinefs of his family. 

Madame de Menon, whofe generous 
attachment to the marchionefs had been 
fully proved, found in the reftoration of 
her friend a living witnefs of her mar- 
riage, and thus recovered thofe eftates 
which had been unjuftly with-held from 
her. But the marchionefs and her fa- 
mily, grateful to her friendlhip, and at- 
tached 
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tached to her virtues, prevailed upoA 
her to fpend the remainder of her lift 
at i he palace of Mazzini. 

Emilia, wholly attached to her fa- 
mily, continued to refide with the mar- 
chionefs, who faw her race renewed in 
the children of Hippolitus and Julia. 
Thus furrounded by her children and 
friends, and engaged in forming the 
minds of the infant generation, flic 
feemed to forget that fhe had ever been 
otherwife than happy." 



Here the manufcript annals conclude. 
In reviewing this ftory, we perceive a 
fingiHar and ftriking inftance of moral 
retribution. We learn alfo, that thofe 
who do only THAT WHICH IS 
RIGHT, endure nothing in misfortune 
but a trial of their virtue, and from trials 
well endured, derive the fureft claim to 
the protection of heaven. 
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